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COUNTRY DESCRIPTION:  Botswana is a country in southern Africa with a stable democratic government and a growing economy.  Facilities for tourism are widely available.  Read the Department of State Background Notes on Botswana at http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/1830.htm for additional information. 

ENTRY/EXIT REQUIREMENTS:  A passport with at least six months of validity remaining is required.  U.S. citizens are permitted stays up to 90 days without a visa.  For additional information on entry requirements, travelers may contact the Embassy of the Republic of Botswana, 1531-1533 New Hampshire Ave, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036, telephone (202) 244-4990/1, fax (202) 244-4164 or the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Botswana to the United Nations, 103 E. 37th St., New York, NY, 10016, telephone (212) 889-2277, fax (212) 725-5061.  There are also honorary consuls in Los Angeles, San Francisco and Houston.  See our Foreign Entry Requirements brochure for more information on Botswana and other countries.  Visit the Embassy of Botswana’s web site at botswanaembassy.org for the most current visa information. 

Read our information on dual nationality and the prevention of international child abduction at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1469.html.  For Customs Information see http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1468.html. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY: Civil unrest and disorder are rare.  U.S. citizens should avoid crowds, political rallies, and street demonstrations and maintain security awareness at all times. 

For the latest security information, Americans traveling abroad should regularly monitor the Department’s Internet web site at http://travel.state.gov where the current Worldwide Caution Public Announcement, Travel Warnings and Public Announcements can be found.  Information can also be obtained from the American Citizen Services section of the U.S. Embassy’s website at http://botswana.usembassy.gov. 

Up-to-date information on safety and security can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll free in the U.S., or for callers outside the U.S. and Canada, a regular toll-line at 1-202-501-4444.  These numbers are available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays). 

The Department of State urges American citizens to take responsibility for their own personal security while traveling overseas.  For general information about appropriate measures travelers can take to protect themselves in an overseas environment, see the Department of State’s pamphlet A Safe Trip Abroad at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety_1747.html. 

CRIME:  Violent crime is relatively infrequent in Botswana, but appears to be on the rise in urban centers.  Prudent security measures such as house and car alarms and immobilizers should be used to deter residential burglaries and car theft.  In addition, the increased instance of armed robberies and muggings in Botswana over the past two years warrants increased vigilance while walking in urban areas, particularly after dark and when traveling alone.  Petty street crime and crimes of opportunity, primarily the theft of money and personal property, remain the most common forms of crime in Botswana.  Visitors to Gaborone, as to any major city, should avoid walking at night in unfamiliar areas.  U.S. Embassy personnel are advised against travel to the Kgale Hill area, a popular Gaborone hiking venue, and the area surrounding the Gaborone Dam because of multiple incidents of violent crime.  American citizens are also strongly urged to avoid these areas. 

INFORMATION FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME:  The loss or theft abroad of a U.S. passport should be reported immediately to the local police and the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.  If you are the victim of a crime while overseas, in addition to reporting to local police, please contact the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate for assistance.  The Embassy/Consulate staff can, for example, assist you to find appropriate medical care, to contact family members or friends and explain how funds could be transferred.  Although the investigation and prosecution of the crime is solely the responsibility of local authorities, consular officers can help you to understand the local criminal justice process and to find an attorney if needed.  

See our information on Victims of Crime at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/emergencies/emergencies_1748.html. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES AND HEALTH INFORMATION:  Medical facilities in Gaborone are adequate, but available facilities in other areas are limited.  Well-equipped emergency rooms and trained physicians are available in the capital but services are rudimentary elsewhere.  Professional private emergency rescue services operate air and ground ambulances throughout the country, but care is rendered only after a patient’s ability to pay is established.  Response times are often slow in less populated areas.  Malaria is prevalent only in the north of the country, particularly around the Chobe and Okavango National Parks.  Malaria prophylaxis is not required in Gaborone but is suggested for travel to the north.  For advanced care Americans often choose to travel to South Africa.  Most prescription drugs are available in Gaborone. 

Information on vaccinations and other health precautions, such as safe food and water precautions and insect bite protection, may be obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s hotline for international travelers at 1-877-FYI-TRIP (1-877-394-8747) or via the CDC’s Internet site at http://www.cdc.gov/travel.  For information about outbreaks of infectious diseases abroad consult the World Health Organization’s (WHO) website at http://www.who.int/en.  Further health information for travelers is available at http://www.who.int/ith. 

MEDICAL INSURANCE:  The Department of State strongly urges Americans to consult with their medical insurance company prior to traveling abroad to confirm whether their policy applies overseas and whether it will cover emergency expenses such as a medical evacuation.  Please see our information on medical insurance overseas at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1470.html. 

TRAFFIC SAFETY AND ROAD CONDITIONS:  While in a foreign country, U.S. citizens may encounter road conditions that differ significantly from those in the United States.  The information below concerning Botswana is provided for general reference only, and may not be totally accurate in a particular location or circumstance. 

Traffic circulates on the left in Botswana, as elsewhere in the region.  While the roads in major population centers in Botswana are generally good, travel by automobile outside of large towns may be dangerous.  The combination of long, tedious stretches of two-lane highways, high speed limits, and poor lighting make driving at night on rural highways particularly hazardous.  Free-range domestic animals and large numbers of pedestrians and hitchhikers in the roadways make fatal accidents a frequent occurrence.  Traumatic injury is the second major cause of death in Botswana; motor vehicle accidents take the lead.  

Please refer to our Road Safety page for more information at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety_1179.html.  Visit the website of the country’s national tourist office and national authority responsible for road safety at http://www.botswana-tourism.gov.bw. 

AVIATION SAFETY OVERSIGHT:  As there is no direct commercial air service between the United States and Botswana, the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has not assessed Botswana’s Civil Aviation Authority for compliance with ICAO international aviation safety standards.  For more information, travelers may visit the FAA’s Internet web site at www.faa.gov/avr/iasa/index.cfm. 

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES:   Botswana strictly enforces its laws controlling the trade in animal products.  The hunting of lions is explicitly prohibited and leopards and elephants are covered under a strict quota regime.  Botswana's Wildlife Conservation and National Parks Act makes it illegal to posses or remove from Botswana, without a government permit, any living or dead animal, or trophy made from an animal.  A trophy is any horn, ivory, tooth, tusk, bone, claw, hoof, hide, skin, hair, feather, egg, or other durable portion of an animal, whether the item has been processed or not.  Curio shops and vendors throughout the country sell items such as animal skins, plain and decorated ostrich eggs and eggshells, and carved bones or teeth of animals protected by this law.  All of the souvenirs, although widely sold, are subject to this Act. Travelers departing the country with a trophy must have a receipt from a store licensed to sell such items.  Ivory and endangered rhinoceros horn products obtained in Botswana may not be removed from the country under any circumstances; elephant hair jewelry may be removed only with the appropriate license from the Department of Wildlife and National Parks.  Trophies may not be taken from the wild without a permit.  Violators are subject to arrest and may face a penalty of up to five years imprisonment and a substantial fine. 

Wild animals may pose a danger to tourists.  Tourists should bear in mind that, even in the most serene settings, the animals are wild and can be a threat to life and one’s safety.  Tourists should use common sense when approaching wildlife, observe all local or park regulations, and heed all instructions given by tour guides.  In addition, tourists are advised that potentially dangerous areas sometimes lack fences and warning signs.  Exercise appropriate caution in all unfamiliar surroundings. 

Please see our information on customs regulations at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1468.html.
 
CRIMINAL PENALTIES:  While in a foreign country, a U.S. citizen is subject to that country's laws and regulations, which sometimes differ significantly from those in the United States and may not afford the protections available to the individual under U.S. law.  Penalties for breaking the law can be more severe than in the United States for similar offences.  Persons violating Botswana laws, even unknowingly, may be expelled, arrested or imprisoned.  Penalties for possession, use, or trafficking in illegal drugs in Botswana are severe, and convicted offenders can expect long jail sentences and heavy fines.  Homosexual activity is illegal in Botswana.  Engaging in illicit sexual conduct with children or using or disseminating child pornography in a foreign country is a crime, prosecutable in the United States.  See more information here. 

CHILDREN'S ISSUES:  For information on international adoption of children and international parental child abduction, see the Office of Children’s Issues website at http://travel.state.gov/family/family_1732.html. 

REGISTRATION / EMBASSY LOCATION:   Americans living or traveling in Botswana are encouraged to register with the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate through the State Department’s travel registration website, https://travelregistration.state.gov, and to obtain updated information on travel and security within Botswana.  Americans without Internet access may register directly with the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.  By registering, American citizens make it easier for the Embassy or Consulate to contact them in case of emergency.  The U.S. Embassy is located in Gaborone on Embassy Drive in the Government Enclave.  The mailing address is P.O. Box 90, Gaborone, telephone +267 395-3982; fax +267 318-0232; email consulargaboro@state.gov, and the after-hours emergency telephone is +267 395-7111. 

*     *     *
This replaces the Consular Information Sheet dated August 18, 2005, to add sections on Information for Victims of Crime and Special Circumstances, to relocate sections on Animal Trophies and Dangers Posed by Wild Animals and to update all other sections. 
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