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WARNING: For information quantifying the significance of D.o.S. Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, International Religious Freedom Reports, Profiles of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Reports, and Issue Papers in the context of adjudicating asylum, withholding of removal, and Convention Against Torture (CAT) based claims, see: Matter of H-L-H & Z-Y-Z Respondents, 215 I&N Dec. 209 (BIA 2010), Interim Decision 3676 

The attached D.o.S. Report does not constitute an accurate, complete, or reliable representation of reality on the ground in the country at issue. Asylum officers, immigration judges, members of the Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA), and federal circuit court of appeals will use each uncorrected, claim relevant distortion written into and significant omission edited out of this report against and to the calculated detriment of your client. 
Assistance is available, both via a nationally known and respected, country-specific expert, PARDS Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment, and/or documentation. Documentation alone will not address the inviability of internal relocation as a remedial option to your client following repatriation/deportation, but an expert can.
Diligently examine D.o.S. Report content. Identify and underline all claim-relevant thesis statements, circle or highlight those constituting a distortion (for example: a mountain made to appear as a mole hill). The resulting list is a menu of items requiring a corrective lens. 

Compare and contrast claim content against that of the D.o.S. Report at issue noting all themes present in the former, but absent from the latter. The resulting list of omissions edited out of this report is a menu of concepts requiring a corrective lens. 

Unless and until corrective lenses are presented as supplement to each claim-relevant distortion and significant omission, adjudicators will presume petitioner’s unreserved acceptance of Report content as authoritatively accurate, complete, and reliable, proceed to employ, both the distortions written into and omissions edited out against the petitioner and as a basis for claim denial.        
PARDS Report-Specific Source & Reliability Assessment Options 

Level 1 Reliability Assessment 

Combs for and illuminates 

(a) Absence of objective and authoritative sources
(b) Presence of uncorroborated assertions
Level 2 Reliability Assessment 

Combs for and illuminates 

(a) Internal Inconsistencies 
(b) Distortions
(c) Significant Omissions 
Level 3 Reliability Assessment 
Reconciles specific assertions with multiple, authoritative, non-U.S. Government source data illuminating D.o.S. spin, distortions, and significant omissions

Level 4 Reliability Assessment 

Combination of Levels 1, 2, and 3
Religious Freedom Report Text (Paragraphs 1 – 41) Pages: 4 - 21
PARDS Generic Critique of the Department of State International Religious Freedom Report series: Pages 21 – 26
PARDS Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment Outline: Pages 27 - 38
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I. Introduction
     [1] The Department of State’s Office of Asylum Affairs produces country conditions profiles for use by the Executive Office of Immigration Review and the Immigration and Naturalization Service in assessing asylum claims.PARDS.1a [FTN 1] They are written by State Department officers with expertise in the relevant area and are circulated for comment within the Department, including to overseas missions, and to other agencies if appropriate.PARDS.1b In addition to this profile, adjudicators may wish to consult the annual Country Reports on Human Rights Practices (see page 606 in the 1995 edition) as well as other available documents on conditions in Fiji. PARDS.1c
II. Context and Overview of Recent Developments
      A. Country Description
     [2] Fiji comprises 322 volcanic Islands in the South Pacific lying about 2,775 miles southwest of Honolulu.PARDS.2a The largest is Viti Levu (4011 square miles), on which the nation’s capital Suva is located.PARDS.2b Just over 100 of the islands are inhabited.PARDS.2c Fiji became a fully sovereign and independent nation within the Commonwealth in 1970.PARDS.2d More than half of Fiji’s population of 775,000 (49% ethnic Fijian, 45% Indo-Fijian, 6% other) live on the island coasts, either in Suva  or in smaller urban 

___________________________

[FTN 1] By regulation, the Department of State may provide information on country conditions to help adjudicators assess the accuracy of asylum applicants’ assertions about country conditions and their own experiences; like treatment were the applicants to return; whether persons similarly situated are known to be persecuted; whether grounds for denial are known to exist; and other information relevant to determining the status of a refugee under the grounds specified in Section 101(a) (42) of the Immigration and Nationality Act.
centers.PARDS.2e The interior is sparsely populated because of its rough terrain. PARDS.2f
     [3] Ethnic Fijians are a mixture of Polynesian and Melanesian, resulting from the original migrations to the South Pacific centuries ago;PARDS.3a nearly half are part European or Chinese.PARDS.3b The Indian population has grown rapidly from the 60,000 indentured laborers brought from India between population has grown rapidly from the 60,000 indentured laborers brought from India between 1879 and 1916 to work in the sugar cane fields.PARDS.3c Several thousand from the Indian state of Gujarat migrated voluntarily during the 1920’s and 1930’s to become Fiji’s urban shop-keeping and business class.PARDS.3d Unlike ethnic Fijians, who live throughout the country, the Indo-Fijians reside primarily near the urban centers and in the cane-producing areas of the two main islands.PARDS.3e A substantial population of mixed European/Fijian ancestory is concentrated in the urban centers and near Savusavu on Vanua Levu. PARDS.3f
     [4] Virtually all ethnic Fijians are Christian (78% Methodist, 8.5% Roman Catholic).PARDS.4a Other Christian denominations in Fiji are Anglican, Seventh-Day Adventist, Presbyterian, Mormon and Christian Brethren.PARDS.4b About 80% of the Indo-Fijians are Hindu and 15% are Muslim.PARDS.4c Sikhs and Christians compromise most of the balance.PARDS.4d
     [5] Indo-Fijians dominate to commercial sector and professions and are well represented in the lower and middle levels of the government.PARDS.5a Ethnic Fijians control the political structure and dominate the military forces. PARDS.5b
     [6] There are approximately ten political parties in Fiji, including the ethnic Fijian SVT headed by Prime Minister Rabuka;PARDS.6a the National Federation Party (NFP) and the Fiji Labour Party (FLP), both predominantly Indo-Fijian;PARDS.6b The Fijian Association (ethnic Fijian);PARDS.6c and the General Electors and the General Voters Parties, representing primarily Asians and Caucasians (both parties are currently represented in the cabinet). PARDS.6d
     [7] The Indo-Fijian parties’ major voting bloc is made up of sugar cane farmers.PARDS.7a The farmers’ main tool of influence has been their ability to galvanize widespread boycotts of the sugar industry, thereby crippling the economy in 1991, a Coalition of the National Federation Party and Fijian Labour Party, along with the Fiji Trades Union Congress and the National Farmers Union led a seven-week long boycott of the sugar cane harvest.PARDS.7b
     [8] The Fijian constitution provides for the appointment of the president (chief of state) by the Great Council of Chiefs, a traditional ethnic Fijian leadership body.PARDS.8a The President in turn appoints as Prime Minister (head of government) the ethnic Fijian member of parliament who demonstrates he has the support of the majority of that body. PARDS.8b
     [9] Elections are held by secret ballot, with voting only by racial constituencies.PARDS.9a This is a significant change from the 1970 constitution, which provided for a complex system of cross-voting allowing Indo-Fijians a say in the selection of some ethnic Fijians and vice versa.PARDS.9b The Constitution calls for elections every five years, but the Government may call an election at any time.  PARDS.9c
      B. The Land Issue
     [10] Control over the very limited supply of land is a complex and emotional issue in Fiji.PARDS.10a Ethnic Fijians identify themselves with the land to a degree that most Westerners find difficult to understand.PARDS.10b Ethnic Fijians consider themselves members of the `vanua,’ a concept that encompasses the people of a given area, their chiefs, and the land on which they live.PARDS.10c The word `vantua’ is variously translated as `land,’ `community,’ or `confederacy of chiefdoms’ according to context, but the concept between the ethnic Fijian and the Indo-Fijian communities. PARDS.10d
     [11] About 84% of the land in Fiji, much of it not arable, is owned by ethnic Fijians and cannot be alienated.PARDS.11a It is administered on behalf of village groups (mataqalis) by the Native Land Trust Board (NTLB), an agency of the government.PARDS.11b Indo-Fijians, who are the major cultivators of sugar, are unable to purchase the land they till but must lease it instead.PARDS.11c The leases have generally been for 10 years, although they are usually renewed for two 10-year extensions.PARDS.11d Many Indo-Fijians argue that these terms do not provide them with adequate security and have pressed for renewable 30 year leases.PARDS.11e Land tenure provisions are currently under review with he majority of leases due to expire by the year 2000. (see also Property Rights, page 7). PARDS.11f
      C. Human Rights
     [12] Ethnicity plays a major role in Fiji’s politics, economy, and society.PARDS.12a Constitutionally imposed and ethnically based political discrimination abridges the right of citizens to change their government.PARDS.12b Overt bias in land tenure and government policies favor ethnic Fijians.PARDS.12c Other human rights problem include discrimination, occasional police brutality, potential constraints on the exercise of freedom of the press, continued delays criminal and civil cases to trial, considerable violence against women, and instances of child abuse.PARDS.12d Country Reports for the year 1987 – 1995 provide detailed information on the human rights situation in Fiji. PARDS.12e
      D. Political Developments 1987 - 96
     [13] In April 1987, the Alliance Party of Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, which had governed Fiji since independence, lost a general election and was replaced by an national Federation Party-Labour coalition government, headed by Dr. Timoci Bavadra, an ethnic Fijian who had strong support from the ethnic Indian community.PARDS.13a On May 14, 1987, Lt. Col. Sitiveni Rabuka, Chief of Operations of the Royal Fiji Military Forces, staged a military coup. PARDS.13b Rabuka’s stated reasons for the coup were to prevent inter-communal violence and to restore the political dominance of the ethnic Fijians in their home islands. PARDS.13c
     [14] After a period of confusion, Governor-General Ratu Sir Penaia Ganilau took charge.PARDS.14a In September, the Governor-General and the two main political reached agreement on a government of national unity (the Deuba Accords). PARDS.14b
     [15] Rabuka objected to participation by the deposed coalition in the proposed government and the exclusion of the military from the negotiations, and consequently staged a second coup on September 25, 1987.PARDS.15a The military government declared Fiji a republic on October 10.PARDS.15b This action, coupled with protests by the Government of India, led to Fiji’s expulsion from the Commonwealth.PARDS.15c The military regime was unsuccessful in governing and Rabuka voluntarily handed over the reins of government to civilians on December 6, 1987.PARDS.15d Former Governor-General Ratu Sir Penaia Ganilau became President.PARDS.15e Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara again became Prime Minister and formed a mostly civilian Cabinet containing four military officers, including Rabuka.PARDS.15f There were no deaths associated with either coup, but the police and the military dealt harshly with Indo-Fijians during the periods of uncertainty caused by the coups.PARDS.15g Many were arrested and subsequently abused while held in custody.PARDS.15h Although there have been occasional reports of police misconduct since then, we are unaware of any wide spread abuse as occurred in 1987. PARDS.15i
     [16] In January 1990 the term of the first interim government came to an end, and the President announced a second interim government with a reduced seventeenth-member Cabinet, devoid of active-duty military officers.PARDS.16a This government promulgated a new constitution on July 25, 1990.PARDS.16b The constitution assigns 37 of the 70 seats in the elected lower house of Parliament to indigenous Fijians, 27 to the Indo-Fijian community, one to the Rotumans (culturally distinct Polynesians), and five to other races.PARDS.16c In the Senate, an appointed body with essentially review powers, and the right to veto legislation, ethnic Fijians hold 24 of 34 seats.PARDS.16d Rotumans one and other groups nine.PARDS.16e The new constitution also includes a detailed bill of rights, but gives the Parliament wide powers to overrule guarantees of basic freedoms in the event of a perceived threat to national security. PARDS.16f
     [17] After adoption of the constitution, Rabuka again became commander of the Fiji Military Forces.PARDS.17a In July 1991, Rabuka quit the military to become Co-Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Home Affairs.PARDS.17b A general election in June 1992 returned elected government to Fiji.PARDS.17c Rabuka was named Prime Minister by President Ganilau, but the government fell in January 1994 on a budget issue.PARDS.17d In the February 1994 election, Rabuka’s party won a plurality of seats and Rabuka was again names Prime Minister. PARDS.17e   

     [18] Ethnic Fijians have their own administration which is based on the Koro (village).PARDS.18a The turaga-ni-koro (head of the village), usually nominated by the people, directs the village’s activities.PARDS.18b Several Koros are grouped to form a district.PARDS.18c Several districts form a province.PARDS.18d Each of the fourteen provinces and one dependencey (Rotumen) is governed by a council and a rook tui (an administrative officer appointed by the central government).PARDS.18e The councils deal with all matter affecting ethnic Fijians. PARDS.18f
      D. Constitutional Review
     [19] The 1990 constitution provides for periodic reviews of the constitution, the first to take place in 1997.PARDS.19a The review process commenced in 1995 with the appointment of a commission headed by Sir Paul Reeves, a former Governor General of New Zealand and himself a Maori (the indigenous population of New Zealand).PARDS.19b The Commission has recommended the restructuring of the House of Representatives to create 15 three-member districts of approximately equal population and multi-ethnic makeup.PARDS.19c Voting would be open with none of the 45 seats designated for any group.PARDS.19d Twenty-five of the 70 seats in the House would be allocated on ethnic lines (12 ethnic Fijian, 10 Indian, two other and one Routman).PARDS.19e The Senate, currently consisting of appointed members (24 ethnic Fijians, one Rotuman, and others 9) would become an elected body with two senators from each of the 14 provinces plus one Rotuman.PARDS.19f Six additional senators would be appointed to provide a voice to otherwise under presented communities.PARDS.19g
     [20] Under the commission’s proposal, the Prime Minister, who must now be an ethnic Fijian, would be selected in traditional parliamentary fashion, that is the leader of the party most likely to form a majority government.PARDS.20a The President would be selected by Parliament from among 3-5 ethnic Fijian candidates nominated by the Great Council of Chiefs.PARDS.20b Each candidate would select a non-Fijian vice-presidential running mate.PARDS.20c The Great Council of Chiefs would also maintain a veto right over any legislation affecting ethnic Fijian interests. PARDS.20d
     [21] The Constitutional Review Commission has strongly endorsed maintaining a bill of rights, providing for freedom of speech, assembly, religion and other universal-accepted rights and freedoms.PARDS.21a The commission recommends restricting parliament’s emergency powers, specifically repeal of a 1990 provision permitting parliament to legislative contrary to the bill of rights in an emergency. PARDS.21b
     [22] The trust of the Commission’s recommendations so far has been to ameliorate ethnic discrimination, particularly and in affirmative action policies, although no final decisions have been taken.PARDS.22a The review process is scheduled to be completed by mid-1997. PARDS.22b
III. Claims and Relevant Country Conditions
     A. Claims Raised by Fijian Applicants
     [23] Asylum applicants from Fiji come almost exclusively from the Indo-Fijian community.PARDS.23a Most allege abuse by the military and/or police or shortly after one or both of the 1987 coups.PARDS.23b Only a few claim abuse or harassment by the authorities in the post-coup period but nearly all maintain that they have been the victim of violent attacks and harassment by ethnic Fijians.PARDS.23c Female applicants frequently maintain that they have been attacked or sexually assaulted.PARDS.23d Many claim that ethnic Fijians have stoned their homes.PARDS.23e Indo-Fijian parents maintain that their children are attacked en route to or from school.PARDS.23f Some maintain that they or their children do not have the same educational opportunities as members of the ethnic Fijian community.PARDS.23g Applicants assert that when they report incidents of violence the police are unresponsive. PARDS.23h
     [24] Some applicants claim that they experienced stems from their active membership in the Fijian Labour Party of the National Federation Party.PARDS.24a A few allege that they are unable to practice their religion (Hindu, Muslim, Sikh) and/or that ethnic Fijians have destroyed their places of worship. PARDS.24b
     B. Status of the Ethnic Indian Community
     [25] The Fijian government does not publish economic and social data showing the relative status of the ethnic Indian and ethnic Fijian communities, nor does there appear to be any reliable statistical data from academic or other sources which clearly describes the access which either enjoys to the business, academic, financial or other professional groupings in Fiji.PARDS.25a The best available information is anecdotal in nature, but is complete enough to be indicative of the situation which obtains in Fiji.PARDS.25b The following is based on information received from the American Embassy in Suva. PARDS.25c
     [26] Economic Status: Ethnic Indians constitute by far the greatest percentage of Fijians successful in business, though a few ethnic Fijians are joining those ranks.PARDS.26a Ethnic Indians also constitute a large percentage of small business owners/operators.PARDS.26b Both ethnic communities have significant percentages of poor people: ethnic Fijians in rural villages and urban shantytowns;PARDS.26c ethnic Indians at the bottom in the cane fields.PARDS.26d
     [27] Crime: The crime rate in Fiji is high, with crimes against property (burglary, housebreaking, robbery with violence etc.) increasing fifty percent since 1990.PARDS.27a There is a strong impression that most crime, which often means house burglaries/robberies, is committing by ethnic Fijians, possibly because they constitute the poorest group in urban areas.PARDS.27b Victims are the relatively wealthy of all ethnic groups, including ethnic Fijians.PARDS.27c The perception, however, is that most victims are ethnic Indian or `European’ (Western) probably because there are more ethnic Indians and Westerners who possess cash and luxury goods.PARDS.27d Nearly every Westerner known to the Embassy in Suva has had a break in at some time or other.PARDS.27e When the perpetrators have been caught, they nearly always are ethnic-Fijian.PARDS.27f It appears that wealth, rather than ethnicity is the likely key to who perpetrators and who is a victim of crime. PARDS.27g 

     [28] Police endeavor to keep crime in check, though some ethnic Indians allege they get inferior service when they report crimes.PARDS.28a Street crime (muggings, robberies) does not seem to be a major threat, at least in Suva.PARDS.28b People of all ethnic groups walk the streets at all hours with little apparent fear of attack.PARDS.28c Ethnic Indians including women, appear to walk and ride about freely, day and night.PARDS.28d Ethnic Indian pupils appear to walk freely to an from school.PARDS.28e The Embassy has no evidence to support the allegation that ethnic Fijians routinely attack ethnic Indian pupils.PARDS.28f There is a high level of rape and violence, but it tends to stay within ethnic groups rather than to cross cultures. PARDS.28g
     [29] The Judiciary: Fiji inherited a colonial system of mostly private (often religious-sponsored) educational institutions at all levels.PARDS.29a That system continues today, with the Fiji government providing a very modest level of funding to both private and the few public schools.PARDS.29b The first eight years of education are free.PARDS.29c Thereafter, all who can afford fees, uniforms, books and bus fares are welcome to attend.PARDS.29d The government provides remission of fees to the needy on application, but incidental costs may still be prohibitive.PARDS.29e School attendance is not compulsory.PARDS.29f Elementary, middle and high schools (private and public) are open in principle in Fiji peoples of all ethnic backgrounds.PARDS.29g Some schools (Indian, Fijian, and other) make clear their preferences for particular backgrounds.PARDS.29h A number of ethnic Fijians attend ethnic-Indian-based schools, which are generally considered better in quality than ethnic-Fijian village schools.PARDS.29i Ethnic Indians could attend ethnic-Fijian schools but apparently seldom do. PARDS.29j
     [30] Fiji’s one university - the University if the South Pacific (USP) – and other tertiary institutions are open to all applicants who meet entrance standards and can pay the fees.PARDS.30a However, an affirmative action program which provides large number of government scholarships only to ethnic Fijians permits needy ethnic Fijians to obtain entry more easily than needy ethnic Indians who have far fewer scholarship opportunities and thus must have higher entrance scores to qualify for available aid.PARDS.30b USP does not break down its student figures by ethnicity, but observers believe ethnic Indians outnumber ethnic Fijians.PARDS.30c Affluent Fiji families of all ethnic groups often send their children abroad for high school and university.PARDS.30d Ethnic Indians, with more affluent families appear to take this option most often. PARDS.30e
     [31] Employment: The non-governmental economy is wide open to Fiji peoples of all ethnic backgrounds.PARDS.31a Ethnic Indians have succeeded by far the best in that arena.PARDS.31b There is an impression that ethnic Fijians face a glass ceiling in many ethnic Indian firms. PARDS.31c
     [32] The 1990 constitution guarantees a floor for ethnic Fijians of 50 percent of all jobs at each level in all departments of the public service.PARDS.32a Prior to that constitutional provision ethnic Indians held well over 50 percent of public service jobs, particularly at the higher levels even though ethnic Indians constituted slightly less than half the population.PARDS.32b Now ethnic Fijians hold a solid majority of permanent secretary (highest civil servant) positions and nearly all ambassadorships.PARDS.32c Thus ethnic Indians appear to face a glass ceiling in the public service. PARDS.32d
     [33] The military has long been an ethnic-Fijian stronghold and remains so.PARDS.33a Only a very small percentage of the military force is ethnic Indian.PARDS.33b Military police is to be open to all ethnic groups,’ and military leaders suggest that most ethnic Indians simply don’t care to apply.PARDS.33c It appears to be true that ethnic Indians generally prefer occupations other than the military, though a sense that the army is a `Fijian’ preserve may also play a role in ethnic Indian decision making.PARDS.33d The police come somewhat closer to representing ethnic percentages, though there too ethnic Fijians predominate.PARDS.33e At least one deputy director of police is an ethnic Indian. PARDS.33f
     [34] The Reeves report (see above) would remove the 1990 public service percentage requirements and would target affirmative action efforts toward any ethnic group in need, rather than just to toward ethnic Fijians as is now the case. PARDS.34a
     [35] Property Rights: The British colonial administration protected some 83 percent of Fiji as `native land’ under a landlord/tenant act (ALTA) and established a Native Land Trust Board (NLTB) to administer that land for the benefit of ethnic Fijians.PARDS.35a Ethnic Indians, rent much of the arable native land to grow sugar cane, under up to thirty-year leases, paying rent to the NTLB, which deducts 25 percent and distributes the balance to Fijian landowners.PARDS.35b Most ethnic-Indian leases expire during the next five years, with no guarantee of renewal. PARDS.35c
     [36] The government is reviewing both the ATLA and the leases administered by the NTLB, but has not yet made its views clear.PARDS.36a Uncertainty is high among Indo-Fijian tenant farmers.PARDS.36b While the picture is currently foggy, it seems apparent that some leases, particularly those for land which abuts expanding villages/cities, will not be renewed.PARDS.36c Non-renewal of leases would cause a significant dispossession of ethnic Indian farmers.PARDS.36d Many ethnic Indians worry that farmers may not receive adequate compensation for the improvements they have made to the land.PARDS.36e To date, the government has not publicly addressed these concerns. PARDS.36f Large-scale non-renewal would have serious implications for the sugar industry and the Fiji economy in general. PARDS.36g
     [37] Irrespective of ethnic and lease considerations, Fiji’s sugar growers may suffer significant disruption to their livelihoods in coming years.PARDS.37a Fiji’s sugar industry may have severe problems competing in the global marketplace once World Trade Organization tariff reductions begin to reduce current advantages Fiji receives under the Lome convention.PARDS.37b
     [38] Freedom of Speech: Freedom of speech is a right in Fiji and is generally honored in practice.PARDS.38a Letters to the editor, very frequently from ethnic Indians, appear regularly in the newspaper.PARDS.38b A healthy political debate occurs throughout the community and in Parliament.PARDS.38c Press stories and editorials sometimes infuriate the government.PARDS.38d On occasion ministers, including recently the Prime Minister, have made comments which would be interpreted as attempts to intimidate.PARDS.38e Some allege that newspapers consider certain stories off limits;PARDS.38f however, even the revered president felt the brunt of negative news stories in recent months.PARDS.38g His name was among a list of doubtful debtors which the Fiji Times linked to high losses in the National Bank. PARDS.32h
     [39] Political rights in Fiji have never been entirely free.PARDS.39a The first constitution after independence regulated how many seats each ethnic group would have using a `cross voting’ principle under which voters from one ethnic group cast their ballots for some reserved ethnic-based seats and also cast cross-ballots for seats reserved for other ethnic groups.PARDS.39b The result was a series of `alliance Governments,’ with multi-ethnic cabinets.PARDS.39c When that system permitted the election of a multi-ethnic Indian-dominated cabinet (though with a Fijian prime minister) in 1987, extremist ethnic Fijians agitated, and the Fili military conducted two bloodless coups ostensibly to protect law and order.PARDS.39d The result was an ethnic Fijian-dominated government which wrote a 1990 constitution guaranteeing ethnic Fijians control of parliament with voting for all seats purely within ethnic lines.PARDS.39e Within that context, elections were contested freely in 1992 and 1994. PARDS.39f
     [40] Religion: At the time of the 1987 coups, ethnic Fijian vandals attacked and destroyed several Hindu temples.PARDS.40a In the decade since then, there have been sporadic reports of vandalism at Hindu temples, although the damage caused during these incidents has been on a significantly smaller scale than was the case in 1987.PARDS.40b In 1996, there were reports of five temple break-ins, two in the moth of November.PARDS.40c Police arrested several suspects, all of them ethnic Fijians, in connection with the November break-ins.PARDS.40d The criminals remain at large in the other three cases.PARDS.40e In one of the November cases, the suspects, two of them minors, pleaded not guilty to charges of stealing property from the temple and of destroying figures of Hindu deities.PARDS.40f In the other case, the vandals pleaded guilty but told the court they had entered the temple only in hope of finding valuables, not with intent to desecrate a house of worship.PARDS.40g Prime Minister Rabuka strongly condemned the temple desecrations. PARDS.40h
     [41] Summary: Ethnic Indians in Fiji generally can do well in business.PARDS.41a To the extent that ethnic Indians are victims of crime it appears they join other relatively affluent groups in being such victims on the basis of wealth, not ethnicity.PARDS.41b Violent crime today generally appears to be intra-ethnic.PARDS.41c Schools are open to ethnic Indians, though to the extent they need scholarship help for tertiary study they are relatively disadvantaged.PARDS.41d Ethnic Indians do face discrimination in politics many do not fear for their livelihoods.PARDS.41e In cane-farming communities, however, many are legitimately worried that they may soon be dispossessed at the end of long-term tenancies.PARDS.41f Uncertainty about the political and economic situation in Fiji, concern for the futures of coming generations and a sense of opportunity elsewhere appear to be the driving forces for most recent ethnic Indian emigrants. PARDS.41g
     The views expressed in this report are those of the U.S. Department of State (D.o.S.), its anonymous authors and editors, not PARDS. 
     A copy of this report is provided as a courtesy to our clients. Prospective and current petitioners for asylum, withholding of removal, and Convention Against Torture (CAT), and their attorneys are encouraged to order a PARDS Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment of the D.o.S. Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, International Religious Freedom Reports, Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Reports, and Issue Paper series. The aforementioned D.o.S. reports are neither accurate, complete, nor reliable sources through which to come to understand the range of realities presenting on the ground in the country at issue and thus an inappropriate means by which to objectively and authoritatively assess claim merit.

     1. D.o.S. is a political, not an academic institution.  
     2. Content of a D.o.S. report is designed to quantify and advance the foreign and domestic policy interests of the administration in power at the time of their release, reward, provide a pass to, and overlook significant human rights abuses presenting within the borders of friendly nations, and to be somewhat more forthcoming regarding the realities presenting on the ground in those less so. D.o.S. reports were not intended to serve as the single most authoritative means by which to verify the meritorious nature of asylum, withholding of removal, and Convention Against Torture (CAT) based claims.  

     3. Discerning consumers will note the distortions written into, but find greatest significance in the omissions edited out of the aforementioned D.o.S. reports. 

     4. Number of individuals who gathered the data employed in this report: WITHHELD 

     5. Identity of those who gathered the data employed in this report: WITHHELD

     6. Resume of those who gathered the data employed in this report: WITHHELD

     7. Country-specific expertise of those who gathered the data employed in this report: NONE CLAIMED, and EMPRICALLY BASED, OBJECTIVE, AND INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIABLE PROOF EVIDENCING SAME WITHHELD

     8. Enrollment in and successful completion of one or more country-specific courses offered at an accredited institution of higher learning by those who gathered the data employed in this report: NONE CLAIMED, AND EMPRICALLY BASED, OBJECTIVE, AND INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIABLE PROOF EVIDENCING SAME WITHHELD

     9. Specific methodology employed by those who gathered the data employed in this report: WITHHELD

     10. Availability of those who gathered the data employed in this report for cross examination in a court of law: NO and AS A MATTER OF POLICY D.o.S. EMPLOYEES WILL NOT HONOR A SUBPOENA ISSUED BY AN ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE   
     11. Claim by those who gathered the data employed in this report that they both sought and gathered all relevant data and that the content of this report constitutes an accurate reflection of all which they gathered: NONE CLAIMED, AND EMPRICALLY BASED, OBJECTIVE, AND INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIABLE PROOF EVIDENCING SAME WITHHELD     

     12. Number of individuals who authored and edited this report: WITHHELD 

     13. Identity of those who authored and edited this report: WITHHELD

     14. Resume of those who authored and edited this report: WITHHELD

     15. Country-specific expertise of those who authored and edited this report: NONE CLAIMED, and EMPRICALLY BASED, OBJECTIVE, AND INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIABLE PROOF EVIDENCING SAME WITHHELD

     16. Enrollment in and successful completion of one or more country-specific courses offered at an accredited institution of higher learning by those who authored and edited this report: NONE CLAIMED, AND EMPRICALLY BASED, OBJECTIVE, AND INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIABLE PROOF EVIDENCING SAME WITHHELD

     17. Content of the D.o.S. editorial policy to which those who authored and edited this report were mandated to adhere: WITHHELD

     18. Availability of those who authored and edited this report for cross examination in a court of law: NO and AS A MATTER OF POLICY D.o.S. EMPLOYEES WILL NOT HONOR A SUBPOENA ISSUED BY AN ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE   

     19. Claim by those who authored and edited this report that its content constitutes an accurate reflection of all which was gathered and presented to them: NONE CLAIMED, AND EMPRICALLY BASED, OBJECTIVE, AND INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIABLE PROOF EVIDENCING SAME WITHHELD
     20. D.o.S. would have the consumer of this report believe that the totale of all human rights abuses in Fiji can be summed up in 41 paragraphs. If not referenced in this report, the problem does not exist. 

     21. A collection of uncorroborated assertions and conclusions presented on official U.S. government stationary renders them, neither true and correct, nor authoritatively accurate. 

     22. We asked an internationally known and respected country-specific expert what grade they would give this D.o.S. report, product of a student required to conduct a coast-to-coast and boarder-to-boarder human rights assessment of the country at issue. First they laugh then advised that they would not accept it.  

     23. D.o.S. Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, International Religious Freedom Reports, Profiles of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Reports, and Issue Papers are devoid of footnotes, endnotes, and a bibliography rendering them inconsistent with the minimum normative standards of a junior high school term paper.   

NOTE: The text of this report was drawn from the Department of State’s original version, font enlarged to fourteen (14) point for ease of review, paragraphs numbered and individual sentences identified by alphabetic superscripts for ease of reference. 
     To order a PARDS Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment, email your request to politicalasylum@gmail.com or call us at 1(609) 497 – 7663. 
Partial and Comprehensive Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment are available on four (4) levels:
1. Combs for and illuminates (a) absence of objective and authoritative 

    sources, and (b) presence of uncorroborated assertions.

2. Combs for and illuminates (a) internal inconsistencies, (b) distortions, and 

    (c) significant omissions.  

3. Reconciles specific assertions with multiple, authoritative, non-U.S. 

    Government source data illuminating D.o.S. editorial spin, distortions, and 

    significant omissions.    

4. Combinations of 1, 2, and 3 above. 
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