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Addendum

     [1] The current chaotic conditions prevailing in Sierra Leone and the suspension of operations from June 1, 1997 to June 22, 1998 of our Embassy in Freetown have made it impossible to prepare a new or revised country profile at this time.a Pending revision of the attached profile, we have the following update: b
     [2] On May 25, 1997, mutinous soldiers calling themselves the Armed Forces Ruling Council (AFRC) overthrew the democratically-elected government of President Admad Tejan Kabbah, the leader of the Sierra Leone People’s Party.a President Kabbah, along with thousands of other Sierra Leoneans, fled across the border into neighboring Guinea.b The AFRC quickly invited Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels into Freetown, and they quickly began exercising great influence over the AFRC.c The RUF was notorious for amputation and other brutal atrocities during the six-year civil war.d They continued this kind of behavior in Freetown after they were invited into the city by AFRC leaders, thereby lending credence to the long-held suspicions of many that some members of the military were actually in league with the RUF during the civil war. e
     [3] The AFRC/RUF junta was isolated by the international community, and at the request of the Organization of African Unity (OAU), the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) developed a three phase strategy for the return of the elected government.a The three phased agreed upon by ECOWAS and briefed to the United nations Security Council (UNSC) in July were negotiations, sanctions and ultimately military intervention.b In June and July, ECOWAS foreign ministers (C-4) conducted two unsuccessful negotiating sessions with the AFRC/RUF for the return of the elected government. c
     [4] At the ECOWAS summit in Abuja, Nigeria at the end of August, the ECOWAS countries agreed to continued negotiations, extensive sanctions/enforced embargo, and a cease-fire.a In early September forces from the Economic Community of West African States’ Military Group (ECOMOG) – largely Nigerian, already in Sierra Leone under a defense pact with President Kabbah’s government – began enforcing the sanctions authorized in Abuja.b On September 4 shelling in Freetown killed 30-50 civilians.c Although uncertain, it appears that AFRC/RUF forces firing at ECOMOG elements were responsible for the casualties.d The junta, however, blamed ECOMOG for the casualties. e
     [5] In January and February 1998, Nigerian troops assisted by allied traditional civil defense militias, stepped up their attacks on the AFRC/RUF forces.a Hundreds of civilians were reported killed or injured, many of them in portions of Freetown itself.b By February 17, most of Freetown had been captured by ECOMOG troops.c Although a few hundred junta soldiers were captured, the junta leaders and hundreds of their soldiers took to the countryside to continue their reign of terror against the civilian population. d
     [6] On March 10, 1998, President Kabbah, Sierra Leone’s democratically elected president, returned to Freetown to jubilant, singing crowds cheering his return.a In remarks at stadium ceremonies marking his return after more than nine months in exile in neighboring Guinea, President Kabbah stressed the need for reconciliation and avoidance of revenge killings but noted that the junta leaders and senior collaborators would stand trial for their crimes.b In urging those remaining AFRC.RUF supporters to lay down their arms, he promised there would be no retribution. c
     [7] Rebel holdouts put up strong resistance in the north and east, the stronghold of the RUF, whose troops waged a terrorist war against civilians for the last seven years.a The RUF fighters know the countryside well, are experienced in bush warfare, and they continue at this writing to dominate many rural areas, where they are leaving a trial of horribly mutilated victims in their wake.b There have been many eye-witness accounts of brutal amputations by machetes, sometimes of ears, lips, genitalia – more often of hands and arms, including those of children as young as five years.c There have also been confirmed incidents of widespread rape, slit bellies of pregnant women, and even the injection of battery acid into veins and eyes.d Experienced NGO relief workers have described the horrifying atrocities committed by the RUF against their own people as the worst they had ever seen.e RUF rebels refer to their activities as `Operation No Living Thing,’ and their goal is apparently to hunt down and torture, maim, and slaughter as many civilians as possible. f
     [8] The United Nations Security Council on May 28 condemned `as gross violations of international humanitarian law the recent atrocities carried out against the civilian population, particularly women and children, of Sierra Leone by members of the Revolutionary United Front and the deposed military junta including widespread rape, mutilation, and slaughter.’ a
     [9] Thousands of terrified refugees (some 230,000 by some estimates) have fled from these gruesome atrocities into neighboring Guinea and Liberia, where NGOs are struggling to deal with what has become a major humanitarian crisis.a ECOMOG is continuing its efforts to deal with the RUF, but their troops have thus far been unable to match the hit and run tactics of the rebels.b As recently as July 9, the RUF even attacked a Guinean border town, Foroconia, stealing food and shooting Guinean soldiers and civilians. c
     [10] For their role in the coup and the crimes surrounding it, the Government of Sierra Leone has charged some 60 civilians with treason and other crimes.a A similar number of military are likely to be charged with treason, murder, or arson and tried in courts martial. In order to assure trials are fair, President Kabbah has appealed to the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth to provide judges.b Under an emergency decree, the government has detained more than 1000 people while investigations into their roles in the coup continue. c
     [11] President Kabbah has emphasized that only the leaders and what he calls `big fish’ will be tried.a `Little fish,’ he declared, even though they may have committed grievous crimes, will be released in most cases with a `warning’ and/or dismissal from their jobs.b The United Nations has human rights monitors in place watching over the judicial process.c Given the provocation and circumstances, many observers regard the lack of retaliatory abuses by the government as remarkable. d
     [12] In light of the continuing horrors being committed by RUF terrorists in parts of the country, the reluctance of some Sierra Leoneans to return home is understandable, even though it now appears that Freetown itself has now been secured by ECOMOG.a Because of this, the Attorney General has made Temporary Protected Status (TPS) available to some Sierra Leoneans.b
     The views expressed in this report are those of the U.S. Department of State, and its authors, not PARDS. A copy of this report is provided as a courtesy to our clients: immigration attorneys, current applicants, and those contemplating filing for political asylum in the United States. Readers are encouraged to obtain a copy of the PARDS critique of the Department of State’s Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, International Religious Freedom Report, Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report, or Issue Paper series from our web page: http://www.pards.org/profilecrtitique.doc. We welcome your questions, comments and requests. 

NOTE: The text of this report was drawn from the Department of State’s original version, font enlarged for ease of review and the paragraphs numbered for ease of reference. Those Department of State reports for which a comprehensive source and statement-by-statement PARDS Critique and Reliability Assessment have been prepared contain an alphabetic superscript at the end of each sentence. To order a report-specific PARDS Critique and Reliability Assessment, email your request to politicalasylum@gmail.com or call us at 1(609) 497 – 7663. 
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PARDS Report-Specific Source
and Report Reliability Assessment
     To order a comprehensive Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment of the D.o.S. Sierra Leone Country Report on Human Rights Practices (1970s – Present), International Religious Freedom Report (2000 – Present), latest Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report, benefit from the assistance of an internationally known and respected, country-specific expert, or obtain claim-relevant documentation call PARDS 1 (609) 497 - 7663.
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WARNING: By regulation, D.o.S. Profiles of Asylum Claims Reports are a part of the record, principal lens, but inherently flawed means by which adjudicators come to understand country conditions, standard by which to assess asylum, withholding of removal, and Convention against Torture claim plausibility and merit. This report contains internal inconsistencies, distortions, and omissions intended to undermine petitioner credibility, claim plausibility and merit. Underline all claim-relevant statements. Circle or highlight distortions. Compare and contrast claim content with this report noting themes omitted by D.o.S. Any uncorrected deviation between content of petitioner’s claim and testimony, and this report, provide a basis for claim denial. Internal inconsistencies, distortions, and omissions are correctable through: (1) a PARDS Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment, (2) internationally known/ respected country experts, and (3) claim-relevant documentation available from PARDS. Font size was increased for ease of review, paragraphs numbered and sentences identified by alphabetic super script for ease of reference, and report-specific outline attached.

