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                                                                        Columbia (February 25, 2005)

                                                                        Travel Advisory (EXTREME CAUTION)

                                                                        Australian Government


Travel Advisory: Columbia

Australian Government

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Wednesday, 06 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Tuesday, 15 February 2005, 14:37:28, AEDT. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on local law and customs. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to Colombia with the exception of the cities of Bogotá and Cartagena. Australians in Bogotá and Cartagena, and those who consider their presence in other parts of Colombia to be essential, should exercise extreme caution. Terrorist, insurgent and paramilitary groups are active throughout Colombia and there is a high risk of kidnapping, including of foreigners, in all parts of Colombia. 

Australians in Colombia should register with the Australian Embassy in Brazil (contact details below).

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to Colombia with the exception of the capital, Bogotá, and the coastal city of Cartagena. Australians in Bogotá and Cartagena, and those who consider their presence in other parts of Colombia to be essential, should exercise extreme caution. 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Terrorist, insurgent and paramilitary groups (including Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia – FARC, and National Liberation Army - ELN) are active throughout Colombia and armed clashes involving security forces, these groups and drug traffickers occur on a regular basis. 

Terrorist attacks can occur at any time and could be directed at commercial and public places including, but not limited to, nightclubs, restaurants (including the Zona Rosa and Parque 93 areas of Bogota, where bomb attacks took place in November 2003), hotels, bars and shopping centres. Infrastructure associated with the Colombian Government (such as public transport, airports and sea ports) and public buildings are also potential terrorist targets, as are interests of multinational companies. 

Personal Security 

Colombia has one of the highest rate of kidnappings in the world. Most kidnappings are for ransom, and conducted by groups such as the FARC and ELN in rural areas, but a significant number take place in major urban centres including Bogotá and Cartagena. Foreigners (including children) have been kidnapped and murdered. Due to the risk of kidnapping, travel between major cities should only be by air. Road travel outside major centres should be avoided, including to rural tourist attractions such as the Ciudad Perdida (The Lost City). 

Other violent crime is also common. The incidence of 'quickie kidnappings' has also increased. 'Quickie kidnappings' involve victims being abducted off the street, transported to ATMs and forced to withdraw funds, often by strangers offering assistance. Foreigners have been robbed after being incapacitated by drugs administered through food, drinks, aerosols, cigarettes, chewing gum or in a powdered form, blown into the face. Foreigners have also been robbed by criminals posing as police officers. 

Petty crime such as pick-pocketing is also prevalent, especially at the airport in Bogotá and around hotels. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

In the event of a natural disaster, Australians should follow the advice of the local authorities. Colombia is located in an active seismic zone and is subject to volcanic eruptions. Heavy rain and mudslides occur. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. Penalties for drug offences are severe. 

Children (under 18) travelling to Colombia alone or with one parent/guardian should possess a letter of consent for travel signed by both parents as well as the child's birth certificate, translated into Spanish, notarised and certified by the Colombian consulate in Australia. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Colombia, well in advance of travel. 

Australians travelling to Colombia through the United States of America (USA), including those in transit in Honolulu or other USA points of entry, should be aware of the need to meet USA entry/transit requirements. Travellers to Colombia are therefore recommended to check their visa needs well in advance of travel with the nearest American Embassy or Consulate. This advice should be read in conjunction with our travel advice for the USA. 

Health Issues 

Australians should seek medical advice prior to travel. The altitude in Bogota (2600 metres) and other parts of Colombia can cause problems for travellers who suffer from lung, heart or chest problems. Upon arrival, even healthy travellers are likely to feel the effects of the lack of oxygen. 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Most doctors and hospitals require payment in cash prior to providing services, even in an emergency. Medical emergencies also may require evacuation to a third country, most likely the USA, where the cost of medical treatment can be extremely high. 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australia does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Colombia. Australians may obtain consular assistance from and should register with the nearest Australian Embassy. This is in Brazil at: 

Australian Embassy 
SES QD 801 
Conjunto K, Lote 07 
BSB, DF 70200-010 
Brasilia BRAZIL 
Telephone (55 61) 226 3111 
Facsimile (55 61) 2261 112 
E-mail embaustr@terra.com.br 

Limited consular assistance, which does not include the issue of Australian passports, can also be obtained from the: 

Australian Honorary Consulate, 
Carrera 18, No. 90-38, 
Santa Fe de Bogota, D.C. 
COLOMBIA 
Telephone (57 1) 218 0942, 
Facsimile (57 1) 610 9707. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305.

Complements of

Political Asylum Research

and Documentation Service (PARDS) LLC

145 Witherspoon Street

Princeton, New Jersey 08542
www.pards.org
Phone: 1 (609) 497 – 7663

politicalasylum@gmail.com
Internal File: Columbia(TravelAdvisory)AustralianGovernmentFebruary15,2005  

                                                                                        Complements of www.pards.org
                                                                                        Princeton, New Jersey 08542


