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Travel Advisory: Cyprus

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Monday, 11 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 08 July 2005, 17:40:46, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on local law and customs. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians in Cyprus are advised to be alert to their own security. As you would in Australia, use common sense and be alert to suspicious activities.

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

The Government of the Republic of Cyprus is the sole internationally recognised authority in Cyprus but its authority, in practice, is exercised only in the southern part of the island which is predominantly Greek Cypriot. The northern part of Cyprus is controlled by the so-called 'Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus' (TRNC) which is only recognised by Turkey. There is also an evident Turkish military presence in the north. A United Nations peacekeeping force (UNFICYP) patrols the buffer zone between the two areas. There have been occasional violent incidents along the the UN Buffer Zone ('The Green Line'). 

Public demonstrations and large public gatherings occur and may turn violent, especially around the UN Buffer Zone. Australians are advised to exercise caution in discussions in public areas of sensitive issues related to the problems of Cyprus' continued division. 

Personal Security 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash in either Euros or Pounds Sterling. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. Three kinds of currency are in circulation in Cyprus: Cyprus Pounds, Turkish Lira and New Turkish Lira. Cyprus Pounds are accepted in the south, and many traders will accept them in the north. Turkish Lira and New Turkish Lira are not normally accepted in the south. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

You are required by law to report a lost or stolen passport as soon as possible. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, report it online or contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. As of 1 July 2005, you need to pay an additional fee to have it replaced. In some cases, the Government may restrict the length of validity or type of replacement passport. Your passport is a valuable document that is attractive to people who may try to use your identity to commit crimes. It should always be kept in a safe place. 

Local Conditions 

Australians are advised to drive cautiously and defensively. The road accident toll in Cyprus is high. Driving standards are low. Secondary and mountain roads are poorly maintained and pose additional safety risks. 

Australians are advised to take note of warning signs on beaches. Drownings have occurred off tourist beaches in Cyprus. 

Cyprus is located in an active seismic zone. In the event of a natural disaster local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

Penalties for drug offences are severe and can lead to life imprisonment. Possession of even small amounts of narcotics can result in imprisonment. 

Male Australian/Cypriot dual nationals aged 18-50 years are required to complete military and civil defence obligations if they stay in Cyprus over 6 months. Male Australian/Cypriot dual nationals aged 18-50 years may visit Cyprus for up to six months without being required to perform military service if they obtain an exit permit from the High Commission of the Republic of Cyprus in Australia , or the Republic of Cyprus Ministry of Defence. Information on military service obligations is also available from the Republic of Cyprus Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Female Australian/Cypriot dual nationals aged 18-50 years have civil defence obligations if they become permanent residents. 

Male Australian/Cypriot dual nationals of Turkish Cypriot background aged 18-49 years who stay longer than 90 days in northern Cyprus may also have a military service obligation if the Turkish Cypriot authorities consider them to be 'citizens'. Dual Australian/Cypriot nationals who may fall into this category are advised to check with the relevant authorities well in advance of travel to northern Cyprus. 

It is illegal in both parts of the island to photograph military camps, facilities, personnel or equipment (even inadvertently) and to enter restricted military zones. Australians are advised against unauthorised entry into the UN Buffer Zone as parts are still mined 

Australians contemplating buying property in the north should be aware of the uncertainty of legal titles given the claims to ownership of persons displaced during the conflict of 1974. There is a risk that purchasers may face legal proceedings in the courts of the Republic of Cyprus, as well as attempts to enforce judgments of courts of the Republic of Cyprus through courts elsewhere in the EU. Before signing any kind of contract, Australians are advised to seek independent legal advice. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change, as are the arrangements for travel between the North and South of the island. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest High Commission or Consulate of the Republic of Cyprus well in advance of travel. 

Australians are advised to note carefully laws and regulations concerning travel to the north of the island. Australians arriving through designated ports of entry in the Republic of Cyprus are normally able to cross into the north. Australians may cross Ledra Palace and Ayios Dhometios checkpoints in Nicosia, and at the Pergamos and Strovilia checkpoints outside. Visitors crossing into the north are no longer required to return the same day. Checkpoints operate 24 hrs, but these arrangements are subject to change without notice. Australians must present their passport and are given a white ‘TRNC Visa Card’ to complete (which must be submitted when leaving the north). 

Australians may take private vehicles or hire cars through the checkpoint. All drivers must ensure they have ‘Turkish Republic of Cyprus’ car insurance as insurance from the south is not recognised. Items purchased in the north, including alcohol and cigarettes, are subject to strict controls, may be inspected by Republic of Cyprus police or relevant customs authorities, and may be confiscated on return if deemed to exceed prescribed amounts. Penalties can be imposed, including confiscation of goods and imposition of fines. 

The Republic of Cyprus Government has designated the airports of Larnaca and Paphos and the seaports of Larnaca, Limassol and Paphos as legal ports of entry into and exit from Cyprus. Despite the partial lifting of restrictions on crossing between the north and the south, entry or exit via any air or seaport in northern Cyprus, including Ercan and Gecitkale Airports and the ports of Kyrenia and Famagusta, is still regarded by the Republic of Cyprus Government as an illegal act. In practice, while it is now possible for visitors to arrive at airports and seaports in the north and cross into the southern part of Cyprus, the Government authorities still reserve the right to impose legal sanctions, which may include arrest and imprisonment. 

The Republic of Cyprus applies the same requirements for short-term visas as parties to the Schengen Convention, which allows Australians to enter Cyprus without a visa in some circumstances. This advice should be read in conjunction with our travel bulletin on the Schengen Convention. 

Health Issues 

Australians travelling to the countryside and archaelogical tomb sites are advised to take precautions against communicable diseases carried by rodents, bats and other vectors. 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians may obtain consular assistance from: 

Australian High Commission 
4 Annis Komninis Street 
1060 Nicosia CYPRUS 
Telephone (357) 2275 3001 
Facsimile (357) 2276 6486. 
E-mail nicosia.ahc@dfat.gov.au 

All Australians travelling to Cyprus, whether for tourism or business or for short or long stays, are encouraged to register with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Australians can register in person at any Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate or on-line. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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