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Travel Advisory: Peru

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Tuesday, 12 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 10 December 2004, 10:40:10, AEDT. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on safety and security and local law and customs. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians in Peru should exercise caution and be aware of developments which might affect their safety. As you would in Australia, use common sense and be alert to suspicious activities. Be aware of concern about the security environment because of a risk from serious criminal activity. You should be vigilant and watch the media for information about possible new safety or security threats. 

Australians should avoid travel by land to the Ecuador/Peru border as well as the Colombia/Peru due to landmines and the risk of kidnapping. 

Travel by land through the Puno district should be avoided due to recent civil unrest. 

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Demonstrations and public gatherings occur can turn violent. National strikes can be called at short notice and can cause disruptions to domestic air travel and public transport. 

Travel by land through the Puno district should be avoided due to recent civil unrest. 

Personal Security 

Travel by land to the border with Ecuador should be avoided, as there are unmarked landmines, particularly in the Cordillera del Condor region. The border area with Colombia should also be avoided, as there have been instances of kidnapping with hostages held for ransom. 

The Peruvian Government introduced a 'state of emergency' in air services from 2 July because of disputes over domestic licensing. There may be disruption to domestic air services in Peru as a consequence. 

There are high levels of thefts, muggings, car-jackings and violent crime, including armed robbery, in many tourist destinations but especially in Lima, Cuzco and Arequipa. 

Assaults against hikers travelling without a guide have been reported along the Inca trail. 

Violent attacks on foreigners walking alone at night, particularly when leaving bars and nightclubs, are also at high levels. A number of females and couples have been attacked and raped, including during daylight hours. 'Express kidnappings', in which travellers are forced to withdraw money from automatic teller machines, occur. 

Travel by road outside the major cities after dark is dangerous. Tourists have been robbed and assaulted when travelling alone and when using taxis hailed off the street. There have been reports of rape and muggings involving unlicensed taxi operators, especially in Cusco. 

The Peruvian government has opened Tourist Police offices in most tourist destinations. Tourists may also register complaints or seek assistance in contacting police via a 24-hour hotline (telephone 424 2053) in Lima, which is staffed by English speaking operators. Outside Lima and within Peru call 01 424 2053. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

There have been reports of currency exchange dealers exchanging US dollars for fake Peruvian soles on the border with Ecuador. 

Peru is located in an active seismic region. In the event of an earthquake, local authorities will provide advice. 

Flooding and landslides are common during the rainy season (November-May) and can cause transportation delays as well as cancellations of train services, domestic and international flights. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

Drug trafficking offences in Peru often result in long prison sentences at the detainee's own expense. 

Peruvian law requires the possession of photo identification at all times. A notarisied copy of the photo and visas pages of a traveller's passport is acceptable. 

It is prohibited to photograph military establishments (including air and naval bases, personnel and equipment), public water and energy plants, police stations, harbours, mines and bridges. 

Peruvian law strictly prohibits the export of antiques and artefacts from pre-colonial civilizations. Reputable dealers sell reproductions and will provide the required documentation from Peru's National Institute of Culture permitting export. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Peru, well in advance of travel. 

Australians travelling to Peru, through the United States of America (USA), including those in transit in Honolulu or other USA points of entry, should be aware of the need to meet USA entry/transit requirements. Travellers to Peru should check their visa needs well in advance of travel with the nearest American Embassy or Consulate. This advice should be read in conjunction with our travel advice for the USA. 

Health Issues 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel to high altitude areas like Cusco, Macchu Picchu, Puno and Lake Titicaca can have a debilitating effect. 

Medical treatment can be expensive and not always available. Doctors and hospitals often require immediate cash payment for medical treatment. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians may obtain consular assistance and should register with: 

Australian Consulate General 
Avenida Victor Andres Belaunde 147 
Via Principal 155 
Building Real 3 
Office 1301 
San Isidro, Lima 27, PERU, 
Telephone (511) 222 8281 
Facsimile (51 1) 221 4996 
Email info.peru@austrade.gov.au 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305.
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