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Travel Advisory: Turkey
Australian Government

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

The Advice was issued on Monday, 02 May 2005, 11:59:54, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on safety and security. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians in Turkey are advised to exercise extreme caution, particularly in commercial and public areas and at public gatherings. There is a high threat from terrorism in Turkey. Domestic terrorist groups (some with international affiliations) are active. Further terrorist attacks in Istanbul, Ankara and other centres in Turkey may occur. 

Australians should defer non-essential travel to rural areas in the border region between Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Iran.

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Australians should defer non-essential travel to rural areas in the border region between Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Iran. The security situation in neighbouring Iraq is very dangerous. Elements of the terrorist group Kongra-Gel/PKK are known to operate from bases in Iraq and Syria. There has been an increase in the number of incidents involving Turkish security forces and Kongra-Gel/PKK in the south-east following the cessation of the terrorist group's unilateral cease-fire in June 2004. Identification is required at checkpoints in this region and restrictions on movement in areas bordering Iraq are enforced. Travel in these areas should not be undertaken at night due to security concerns. 

Australians in Turkey are advised to exercise extreme caution, particularly in commercial and public areas, including those frequented by foreigners such as - but not limited to - public transport facilities, hotels, bars, shopping areas, places of worship, embassies and at public gatherings. The threat from terrorism in Turkey is high and domestic terrorist groups (some with international affiliations) are active. Bomb attacks in the past 12 months in Istanbul, Ankara, Izmir and Adana have resulted in injuries and deaths. There has recently been a series of incidents in Istanbul involving small explosive devices and these attacks may continue over the coming months. Western economic and political interests, as well as Turkish government buildings, places of worship and financial institutions and automatic teller machines have been targeted in the past. The bombings of two tourist hotels in Istanbul in August 2004 and the November 2003 attacks against the British Consulate-General, HSBC Bank and synagogues in Istanbul underscore this threat. Further terrorist attacks in Istanbul, Ankara and other centres in Turkey may occur. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Political gatherings and demonstrations occur and have turned violent in the past. 

Personal Security 

Muggings, pick-pocketing and bag-snatching occur in Turkey, especially in Istanbul. There have also been incidents where foreigners, including Australians, have been drugged and had their passports and other personal effects stolen after being befriended by English-speaking strangers. Drugs may be administered through drinks, food, chewing gum or confectionery. The victim becomes disorientated and compliant and may even become unconscious. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Turkey has one of the highest accident rates in the world and fatalities occur frequently. Travel at night on most country roads, other than major freeways, is very dangerous due to inadequate lighting, poor road marking and local driving practices. Snow and ice compound the danger in winter. 

Turkey is in an active seismic zone and is subject to earthquakes. In the event of a natural disaster, local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. 

Australians should familiarise themselves with local customs and dress appropriately. Some parts of the country are more conservative than others and adherence to local dress standards is encouraged. 

Australian males who hold Turkish citizenship may be required to undertake military service upon their return to Turkey. Prior to travel, Turkish/Australian dual nationals should seek advice from the nearest Turkish Embassy or Consulate. 

It is illegal to photograph military installations in Turkey. Mount Ararat, in the south-east of Turkey, is a special military zone and visits to the area are subject to permission from the Turkish government. Australians travelling to these areas are strongly encouraged to register their travel plans with the Australian Embassy in Ankara. 

Explicit authorisation is required for the purchase and/or removal of Turkish antiquities and other cultural artefacts. A receipt and an official certificate are needed to legally export an item. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Australian tourists visiting Turkey may obtain a tourist visa upon arrival for approximately USD20.00. 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Turkey, well in advance of travel. 

Health Issues 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians may obtain consular assistance and should register with the: 

Australian Embassy 
88 Ugur Mumcu Caddesi 
Gaziosmanpasa 
Ankara TURKEY 
Telephone (90 312) 459 9500 
Facsimile (90 312) 446 4827 

or 

Australian Consulate-General 
Istanbul TURKEY 
Telephone (90 212) 243 1333 
Facsimile (90 212) 243 1332 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

Australians planning travel and those overseas are encouraged to monitor our travel advice updates, including through use of our free subscription service, at smartraveller.gov.au. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 330
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