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	Antigua and Barbuda 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· You should not become complacent about safety and security. Cases of robbery and other crimes against people occur.
· Most visits to Antigua and Barbuda are trouble-free.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas pages for further information and advice.
 

Crime
 
You should take sensible precautions and be vigilant at all times. Avoid isolated areas, including beaches after dark. There has been a recent increase in robberies of tourists in Antigua. Do not carry large amounts of cash or jewellery. Valuables and travel documents should be left, where possible, in safety deposit boxes and hotel safes.

 

Road Safety
 
Motorists drive on the left in Antigua and Barbuda. Main roads are generally well maintained, although they lack road markings. Pot holes, even on main roads, and poorly marked speed bumps can catch the unwary. Overtaking on blind corners and cutting corners when turning right are commonplace. Stray cattle, goats and dogs are an additional hazard. Pavements are few and very narrow so pedestrians walk on the road. Few streets are lit at night. Care and attention is needed at all times. The national speed limit is 40mph and there is a limit of 20 mph in built up areas.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
You should note that there are severe penalties for all drug offences. Pack all luggage yourself and do not carry anything through customs for anyone else.

 

You should be aware that it is an offence for anyone, including children, to dress in camouflage clothing.

 

Certain homosexual acts are illegal under the laws of Antigua and Barbuda.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British Passport holders do not require visas to visit Antigua and Barbuda. Your passport should be valid for at least 6 months. On entry, you are granted a stay of one month. If you wish to stay longer, you must apply for an extension of stay through the Antigua and Barbuda Immigration Department. It is an offence to overstay the entry period or to work without a work permit.

 

Entry requirements may change from time to time and should be checked with The High Commission of Antigua and Barbuda.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance, which includes medical evacuation by air ambulance, before travelling. Be especially careful about cover for recurring illnesses, as this may not be included in all insurance policies. Please note the private medical clinic, Adelin, will not accept medical travel insurance in payment for treatment. Patients must pay a deposit (US$4,000 in August 2005) via a credit card before treatment will be given. If funds deposited exceed the cost of the treatment, a refund will be given. You should check if your insurance company is willing to cover the cost of treatment at Adelin. If not, you will need to use the General Hospital. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
 

The dengue fever mosquito is found throughout Antigua and Barbuda. You should take normal precautions against mosquito bites, including using insect repellent during daylight hours and after sunset.

 

You should be aware of the high prevalence of the HIV/AIDS virus in the Caribbean region and take precautions to avoid exposure to it.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk
 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 
Between June and November tropical storms and hurricanes may occur in Antigua and Barbuda. You should consult your tour operators and local hotel for advice on how to react to any hurricane warnings.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see What We Can Do To Help
 

Keep a copy of the photopage of your passport and relevant entry stamp in case your documents are stolen.

 

If you are on a package holiday, you must travel on the specified return date. If you fail to do so it is likely that you will have to pay the cost of a return ticket yourself.

 

An airport departure tax is payable by visitors staying more than 24 hours. In August 2005, this departure tax amounted to 50 East Caribbean Dollars (per person).

 

In the event of loss of your passport you will need to apply to the Passport Office at the British High Commission, Barbados for a replacement. The British High Commission in Antigua can advise you how to do this. Urgent applications will have to be sent to Bridgetown by courier, incurring courier costs for the applicant. But even so, the issue of a replacement passport could take several days.

 

In cases of genuine emergency the British High Commission in Antigua may be able to issue an Emergency Passport valid for a single journey back to the UK.

OTHER
Antigua and Barbuda Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
PO Box 483
Price Waterhouse Centre 
11 Old Parham Rd
St John's 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(268) 462 0008/9

(268) 463 0010




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(268) 562 2124 




	
	Email: 
	 
	britishc@candw.ag 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	Mon-Thurs: 1200-1630/1700-2000
Fri: 1200-1630 GMT
Mon-Thurs: 0800-1600
Fri: 0800-1300 Local Time


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Antigua and Barbuda 
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