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	Argentina 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Argentina has recovered strongly from the economic and political crisis of 2001/02, but there are still occasional outbreaks of social unrest. You are advised to avoid public gatherings and demonstrations. Crime has increased since the crisis.
· You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· Most visits to Argentina are trouble-free.
· You should be aware that health and safety standards may not be as rigorously enforced as in the UK.
· We strongly recommend that comprehensive travel and medical insurance is obtained before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Three bombs exploded in Buenos Aires on 17 November 2004. One person was killed and another injured.

In October 2005 a number of small explosive devices were detonated in Buenos Aires, Mar del Plata and La Plata, the majority outside banks. There were no casualties at any of these incidents, which were believed to be the work of local anti-globalisation groups.

Please read Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas and Security and General Tips pages on the FCO website for further information and advice.

Crime

In Buenos Aires the most frequent problems involve bag snatching and armed robberies in the street, in taxis and restaurants. Kidnappings have also increased, although tourists are not particular targets. Be alert at all times: con-men have frequently robbed tourists while an accomplice pretends to help remove ketchup or mustard which has been "accidentally" sprayed on them. Another common occurrence is the slitting of handbags in crowded places. Be particularly attentive in popular tourist areas, such as San Telmo. You should avoid carrying too much cash or wearing ostentatious jewellery.

Avoid isolated or poorly lit areas at night. Hail moving taxis rather than those waiting at the kerbside, or use a hotel recommended radio taxi. Do not offer resistance in the event of an attempted robbery. If you are being met at the airport and you do not know your greeter, ensure you identify his/her bonafides before accepting a lift. Alternatively use a "remise" service from the official stand in the centre of the arrivals concourse.

When travelling on local buses and trains, remain alert at all times. Pickpockets are rife. If you are robbed, you should inform the local police – a police report will be required by your insurers and by the Embassy if you need a new passport. In Buenos Aires, a 24-hour police helpline in English has been opened, on telephone number 101, to help victims. There is also a new multi-lingual free phone number for tourist assistance: 0800 999 5000. This goes through to the Tourist Police Station.

Passports should be left in a hotel safe/security box except when being used for identification purposes eg. expensive purchases, cashing travellers cheques. Keep a photocopy of the details page of your passport with you at all times. Passports are required as identification for internal flights.

Political Situation

Despite a strong recovery, the economic and political crisis of 2001/02 has left its mark, particularly in the form of increased inequality and poverty. With around 40% of the population living below the poverty line, there are occasional outbreaks of social unrest and demonstrations, which at times turn violent. You are advised to be alert, avoid demonstrations and public gatherings, watch the news and keep in touch with events. You may also encounter groups of demonstrators (piqueteros) blocking major roads into and out of the capital, causing delays and possibly a change in route.

Road Safety

There is no reason not to travel by road throughout Argentina. But drivers should be aware that driving and road safety standards are not uniform: respect for speed limits and traffic signals is patchy and manoeuvres by fellow road users can be unexpected. Crime against car users, particularly when stationary at traffic lights, is a growing danger to be aware of; in cities it is advisable to keep windows closed and doors locked at all times.

Care should be taken when driving in the Province of Misiones close to the frontiers with Paraguay and Brazil. The area is used to smuggle goods across the borders. It would be advisable to seek local advice if driving in this area.

Air Safety

Aero Vip, an Argentine airline company, has suspended flights for operational reasons until further notice. Travellers should contact their travel agents to check on the latest position.
LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
You should not become involved with drugs of any kind. Possession of even very small quantities can lead to a minimum four-and-a-half year prison sentence.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British nationals do not require a visa to enter Argentina as a tourist. On presentation of a valid British passport you will be granted a 90-day stay in the country. To enter Argentina for any other purpose, you should contact Argentinian Representation in the UK. Those remaining in Argentina for more than 3 months are encouraged to register with the British Embassy either in person, by telephone, or on-line, e-mail: registration.baires@fco.gov.uk.

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence that both parents have given permission for the journey before allowing lone parents to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration, please contact the Argentine Consulate in London (contact details as above).

HEALTH
Asthma, sinus and bronchial problems can be aggravated by the polluted atmosphere in the city. Medical facilities are good, but can be expensive. We strongly recommend that comprehensive travel and medical insurance is obtained before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

 

If you have specific conditions (eg. diabetes), you should bring a sufficient quantity of medical supplies and medicines with you for the trip.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk
 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 
Many of the northern provinces of Argentina suffer from seasonal flooding. This can lead to disruption to transport, delivery of foodstuffs etc.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

ATM (Automatic Teller Machines) availability is generally good but you should not rely solely on using international debit cards bearing the cirrus logo to access funds. You are advised, therefore, to ensure you carry alternative forms of payment, including a credit card (accepted in most hotels and major shops and restaurants) or travellers’ cheques, although the latter are not always accepted. US dollars are not widely accepted outside the major tourist areas for cash transactions but it is worth bringing a small supply of dollars to exchange for pesos. When exchanging money, you are advised to use only authorised bureaux de change, rather than informal traders.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Dr Luis Agote 2412
(1425) Buenos Aires 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(54) (11) 4808 2200 Switchboard 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(54) (11) 4808 2274 General 

(54) (11) 4808 2283 Commercial 

(54) (11) 4808 2228 Press & Public Affairs 

(54) (11) 4808 2316 Chancery 

(54) (11) 4808 2221 Defence Section 




	
	Email: 
	 
	askconsular.baires@fco.gov.uk 
askcommercial.baires@fco.gov.uk 
askinformation.baires@fco.gov.uk 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mar-Dec: Mon-Thurs: 1145-2030
Fri: 1145-1700
Jan-Feb: Mon-Thurs: 1145-1730
Fri: 1145-1700

Local Time:
Mar-Dec: Mon-Thurs: 0845-1730
Fri: 0845-1400
Jan-Feb Mon-Thurs: 0845-1430
Fri: 0845-1400 


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britain.org.ar 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Argentina 
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