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This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary and General sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Most visits to Burkina Faso are trouble-free, provided sensible precautions are followed.
· There is no British Embassy or Honorary Consul in Burkina Faso at present. All consular enquiries should be directed to the British High Commission in Accra.
· The threat from terrorism is low.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
· There has been an outbreak of yellow fever in the Batie, Gaoua and Banfora districts of south-east Burkina Faso. General health advice for travellers can be found on the Department of Health website, www.dh.gov.uk. Travellers should check with their GPs what vaccinations they need at least six weeks before their trip. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is judged to be low, but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets. You should remain vigilant in public places and areas frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security and General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" pages of the FCO website for further information and advice.

Crime

There have been incidents involving armed groups stopping vehicles to rob them in various parts of the country, particularly at night. Incidents are more frequent on secondary roads in the east (particularly roads to Benin, Bogande and Gayeri).

You should take particular care on the road between Ouagadougou and Po. On 24 July 2005, armed attackers killed one person and injured seven others.

Street crime poses high risks for visitors. Most reported incidents involve opportunist snatches of purses, wallets, jewellery and other valuable. Thieves are particularly active in crowds. The areas near and around the UN Circle and the former Central Market in Ouagadougou experience the highest amount of street crime. You should take sensible precautions. Do not carry valuables in public places or walk alone at night.

Political Situation

The political situation is generally stable. In October 2003, a small number of arrests were made in Ouagadougou following an alleged plot to overthrow the government. The Ivory Coast/Burkina Faso border, which had been closed due to the crisis in Ivory Coast, was re-opened in September 2003, but remains unsafe with reports of cross border trafficking of small arms. There are still crisis-related refugee movements in the border area.

There are occasional demonstrations in Ouagadougou about political or economic grievances; it is wise to avoid these.

Road Safety

Travel at night, especially outside towns, is not advised. With a few exceptions, roads are poor with few street lights. There is the risk of banditry and also of hitting stray livestock. Road conditions off the main roads are often difficult, especially in the rainy season (June-September). Vehicles do not always have headlights and are often in unsound mechanical condition.

It is important not to leave clearly marked roads or tracks (or even to venture along minor roads in remote areas) except in convoy. If you break down you may not otherwise be able to attract help. Carry sufficient drinking water to last you if you break down.

Driving licences from European countries are accepted in Burkina Faso.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Visitors who commit criminal offences, for example, drug trafficking, can expect to be subjected to local law. Local prison conditions are harsh.

Burkina Faso is a Moslem country, where women are expected to dress modestly.

You should not photograph military or other government installations.

Homosexuality is illegal.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British nationals require a valid visa and a certificate of vaccination against yellow fever to enter Burkina Faso. Burkina Faso is represented in the UK on a non-resident basis from its Embassy in Brussels. The Embassy's website provides details of visa requirements. The Honorary Consul of Burkina Faso to the UK, Mr Colin Seelig (020 8710 6290), may also be able to assist with applications. It may also be possible to obtain visas from the Burkina Faso Embassy in Paris.

HEALTH
There is a cholera outbreak in Ouagadougou and its outlaying areas, including as far as Koudougou, sixty miles West of the capital. The authorities have reported over 200 cases including six deaths. The district of Pissy, at the southern periphery of the capital, has been particularly badly hit. Be careful of personal hygiene and avoid food and drink from sources that you are unsure of.

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive medical and travel insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. This should include cover for medical treatment and evacuation, accidents, cancelled flights and stolen cash, credit cards, passport and luggage.

You are advised to take medical advice before travelling and ensure that all appropriate vaccinations are up to date. Medical facilities in Burkina Faso are very limited. Malaria and other tropical and waterborne diseases are prevalent. You should consider taking prophylaxis against malaria and using insect repellent. HIV/AIDS is prevalent.

Burkina Faso suffers from an annual meningitis epidemic from January to May. It spreads quickly, then is rapidly stopped by the onset of the rainy season. You are strongly advised to seek vaccination against the A, C and W135 strains of the disease before travel to the region. You are also advised to avoid crowds (indoors and outdoors as the disease is easily spread).

For serious medical treatment, evacuation to Europe is necessary.

Safe drinking water is scarce in Burkina Faso. You are advised to drink only boiled/bottled water. Remember to take adequate supplies of drinkable water if travelling in rural areas.

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help

There is no British Embassy or Honorary Consul in Burkina Faso at present. We are in the process of recruiting a new Honorary Consul. IN the meantime all consular (including the registration of long-stay visitors) and visa matters should be addressed to the British High Commission in Accra.

You should carry ID (passport or residence permit) at all times, particularly when driving or taking a taxi outside Ouagadougou, when you are likely to have to produce it.

You should reconfirm onward/return flights 72 hours in advance.

Visa cards are accepted by a few of the larger hotels and restaurants in Ouagadougou (as are travellers' cheques denominated in Euros). You are unlikely to be able to use them anywhere outside the capital. Other brands of credit cards are not accepted. There are a few ATMs in Ouagadougou (Visa only). Travellers' cheques are exchangeable in banks in Ouagadougou. Euro travellers' cheques are exchanged at the fixed rate prevailing between the CFA Franc and the Euro; exchange rates on other currency travellers' cheques can be poor. In general, and in particular outside Ouagadougou, you should ensure you have enough cash to cover any eventuality.

The Central Bank (BCEAO) has issued the following new CFA notes and coins in Burkina Faso: 10,000, 5,000, 2,000 and 1,000 CFA notes; 500 and 200 CFA coins.

The old notes ceased to be legal tender on 31 December 2004.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
Osu Link
off Gamel Abdul Nasser Avenue
PO Box 296
Accra 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(00) (233) (21) 221665

(00) (233) (21) 7010650

(00) (233) (21) 7010721 Visa section 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(00) (233) (21) 7010655 

(00) (233) (21) 221715 Visa Section 




	
	Email: 
	 
	high.commission.accra@fco.gov.uk 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	Main Office:
Monday to Thursday 07:45 - 15:45 hours
Friday: 07:45 - 13:45 hours


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk/ghana 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Burkina Faso 
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