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	Chad 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all travel to the area of Chad bordering the Darfur region of Sudan where, due to rebel activity and the conflict in Darfur, the security situation is extremely unstable.
· We advise against all travel to the Borkou-Ennedi-Tibesti provinces in the north of the country, to the area bordering the Central African Republic (CAR) and to the area south of Goz Beida.
· The overall political and security situation is uncertain, and there are growing but unsubstantiated reports of intensified rebel activity. The situation could change rapidly; we are urgently reviewing our travel advice and you should check it regularly. You should seek local advice before you travel, and ensure you register with the British High Commission in Yaoundé.
· The tri-border area where Chad, Sudan and CAR meet should be avoided.
· The Sudanese and Libyan borders are subject to closure.
· There is no British Embassy in Chad.
· Terrorists are active in countries neighbouring Chad, including Algeria. In March 2004, Chadian forces fought with members of an Algerian extremist group in the northern Tibesti region of Chad. You should also be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

Terrorists are active in countries neighbouring Chad, including Algeria. In March 2004, Chadian forces fought with members of an Algerian extremist group in the northern Tibesti region of Chad. Last year in Algeria, this group kidnapped a group of Western tourists in Algeria and held them for more than six months in Algeria and Mali. You should also be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read “Security and General Tips” and “Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas” pages for further information and advice.

Crime

Incidents of petty theft and theft from vehicles occur. There are also reports of armed robbery, sometimes targeting expatriates. Highway bandits are known to operate in Chad. There is a high level of banditry; much of it car –jacking ambushes, south of Goz Beida. You should take sensible personal security precautions. We recommend that you avoid carrying valuables or wearing jewellery in public and avoid isolated or poorer areas of towns. You should avoid walking around and travelling at night.

Political Situation

On occasion, isolated and localised armed clashes have occurred with little or no notice in N’Djamena. We recommend that you keep informed of the situation through the local media.

There have been a number of strikes and demonstrations linked to the non-payment of salaries to government workers in recent weeks. We recommend that you avoid all political rallies, demonstrations and large public gatherings.

 

The political and security situation is uncertain and could change rapidly. You should exercise caution, seek local advice before travel, and ensure you register with the British High Commission in Yaoundé.

Civil unrest and fighting between government forces and rebels has been mainly confined to the northern regions of Chad and more recently to the Guereda area in the east. There have been recent reports of military desertions along the Chad/Sudan border, as well as an armed incursion from Sudan in September that resulted in the deaths of a number of civilians.

 

On 14 November 2005, unidentified attackers targeted military installations in N'Djamena and Koundoul in an attempt to steal military supplies. Casualties were reported on both sides. In response, the Chadian government has established a series of checkpoints in the southern part of the country, and some travellers have reported harassment at these checkpoints.

Local Travel

We advise against all travel to the area bordering the Darfur region of Sudan. As a result of the conflict in Darfur, around 200,000 Sudanese refugees have fled to the eastern part of Chad. The humanitarian situation is grave and the security situation extremely unstable, with reports of fighting spilling across the border and rebel activity in this area. Armed insurgent groups are committing acts of banditry and violence on both sides of and across the Chad/Sudan border.

We advise against all travel to the Borkou-Ennedi-Tibesti provinces in the north of the country, and to the border areas with the Central African Republic where there have been recent armed clashes or reports of increased rebel activity. The area bordering Libya remains heavily land-mined.

The tri-border area where Chad, Sudan and CAR meet should be avoided. French nuns were killed in two incidents in Bousse in December and March.

You should avoid the area south of Goz Beida where roadblocks are frequently used to facilitate and car-jackings. There have been a number of deaths associated with these.

For travel outside the capital, you require authorisation from the Ministry of the Interior, which is normally granted without difficulty after a few days. But roads are poor and often impassable during the rainy season, especially in the south. You should travel in convoy, keep doors locked and carry spare fuel and supplies. Due to the activity of highway bandits, you should not travel by road after dark.

Police checkpoints are common: you may be asked to show your passport, driving licence or vehicle registration documents.

 

Air Safety
 
British Government employees do not use domestic flights run by Chadian airline companies unless this is unavoidable. You should bear this in mind when making your travel plans.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Chad is a mainly Muslim country. We recommend that you respect local customs and dress modestly.

 

Penalties for the use and possession of drugs are severe and usually include a prison sentence.

 

Homosexuality is not widely accepted in central African society and some sexual acts between members of the same sex are illegal.

 

Photography of military sites, government buildings and airports is prohibited.  Other photography requires a government permit.

 

You should carry identification at all times (either a residence permit or a certified copy of your passport). Failure to produce such identification can lead to detention by the police.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British nationals require a visa to visit Chad. To apply for a visa and to obtain further information on entry requirements, please contact the Chadian Embassy in Belgium at 52 Boulevard Lambermont, 1030, Brussels, Tel: +32 2 215 1975, Fax: +32 2 216 3526, Email: ambassade.tchad@chello.be; or the Chadian Embassy in France at 65 rue des Belles Feuilles, 75116, Paris, Tel: +33 (0)1 45 53 36 75, Fax: +33 (0)1 45 53 16 09.

 

You will be asked to produce a yellow fever vaccination certificate on arrival in the country. Failure to do so may result in a further vaccination being administered, for which a charge is made.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Chadian Embassies in Brussels or Paris.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
 

Medical facilities are poor. Water-borne diseases, malaria and HIV/AIDS are prevalent.

 

Hospitals in N’Djamena have been affected by the recent strikes by Government workers. Travellers to N’Djamena there need to keep in mind the possibility that medical services, stretched at the best of times, may be even less responsive than usual.

 

There is currently an outbreak of cholera in Chad. The Chadian authorities have reported 2895 cases and 123 deaths. The outbreak is affecting N'Djamena, Chari Baguirmi, Kanem and Lac.

 

There is also currently an outbreak of measles in Chad. According to Medecins Sans Frontieres, more than 100 people have died from measles in N’djamena and the surrounding southern provinces. Since the beginning of the year, there have been 6000 cases reported nationwide.


There is an outbreak of Hepatitis E in eastern Chad, particularly in and around the refugee camps in Goz Amer and Djabel. It has also spread to local villages in the area. Authorities have reported at least 27 deaths and over 1,000 cases.

 

Meningitis outbreaks are common in the south of the country, which lies within the African meningitis belt stretching from Senegal to Ethiopia.

 

You are advised to take medical advice before travelling and ensure that all appropriate vaccinations are up to date. For further information visit the Department of Health’s website at www.dh.gov.uk, or contact your GP.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

There is no British Embassy in Chad. In an emergency, consular assistance can be obtained from the British Honorary Consul in N’Djamena, tel: +235 52 39 70, +235 52 01 72, mobile: +235 841 11 02.

 

Visitors staying longer than one month should register with the British Honorary Consul in N’Djamena.

 

The nearest British diplomatic mission is the High Commission in Yaoundé, Cameroon (contact details below).

 

You should carry identification at all times (either a residence permit or a certified copy of your passport).  Failure to produce such identification can lead to detention by the police.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
Avenue Winston Churchill 
BP 547 
Yaounde 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(237) 222 05 45

(237) 222 07 96




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(237) 222 01 48 




	
	Email: 
	 
	BHC.yaounde@fco.gov.uk 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT: Mon-Thurs: 0645 - 1145, 1300 - 1445
Fri: 0645 - 1245
Local: Mon-Thurs: 0745 - 1245, 1400 - 1545
Fri: 0745 - 1345


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britcam.org 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Chad 
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