                                                                          Page: 1 of 7
                                                                          Equatorial Guinea (October 17, 2005)

                                                                          Travel Advice by County

                                                                          U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office

Country: Equatorial Guinea
Title: Travel Advice by Country

Issued: October 17, 2005
Source: U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office
	


	
	Equatorial Guinea 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Health and General sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· There is no British Embassy in Equatorial Guinea.
· If you wish to travel outside Malabo on the island of Bioko, or outside Bata on the mainland, you will need to inform Protocol Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cooperation and Francophonie in advance.
· The threat from terrorism is low but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is low but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas pages for information and advice.

Crime

Compared to other countries in the region, the level of violent crime in Equatorial Guinea is not high. There are regular reports of petty theft affecting both visitors and expatriates. We recommend that you take sensible personal security precautions. You should avoid carrying valuables or wearing jewellery in public and avoid isolated or poorer areas of town. You should not walk around Malabo and Bata at night and should also avoid travelling by road after dark.

Political Situation

Political events can lead to increased presence of police, military or security forces on the streets. This can happen with little or no notice. You should carry copies of appropriate documentation (passport or residence permit) with you at all times. Failure to produce documents on request can lead to detention.

You should avoid any political rallies, demonstrations or large public gatherings.

There have been occasions when expatriate staff of foreign companies have been confined to the country for prolonged periods when commercial disputes have arisen. In such circumstances support from the High Commission in Cameroon is confined to a consular support role.

Local Travel

If you wish to travel outside Malabo on the island of Bioko, or outside Bata on the mainland, you will need to inform Protocol Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cooperation and Francophonie in advance.

Most roads in Malabo are paved. In rural areas the condition of the roads is likely to be poor. During the rainy season many roads are accessible only with a four-wheel drive vehicle.

Police and military roadblocks are common. You may be asked to show your passport, driving licence or vehicle registration documents and explain your reason for being in the area. Failure to comply with requests can lead to detention.

There are regular reports of extortion by police and uniformed security forces at roadblocks. You are advised not to pay bribes but to ask for a ticket, detailing alleged offences or violations, which can be paid at a local court.

Public transport facilities, particularly on mainland Equatorial Guinea, are extremely limited.

Land borders are often closed with little or no notice. They are currently reported to be open. We recommend that you check the situation with the local authorities before travelling.

Air Safety

An overloaded Air Equateur plane from Malabo to Bata crashed in July, killing all 60 passengers on board. All national and regional passenger flights on Soviet built Antonov and Yak planes have since been suspended.

Equato-Guinean-registered aircraft are banned from British airspace on safety grounds, and British Government employees do not use flights run by Equato-Guinean airline companies unless this is unavoidable. You should bear this in mind when making your travel plans.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Penalties for the use and possession of drugs are severe and usually include a prison sentence that would be served in local prisons.

 

Recent altercations involving British nationals in Equatorial Guinea have led to assault and subsequent detention by the police, followed by deportation. Situations that appear likely to turn violent are best avoided, as they can be difficult to resolve and may have serious consequences.

 

Photography of the presidential palace, ports, airports and military installations is strictly prohibited and can lead to imprisonment. Special permits from the Ministry of Information and Tourism are required for all other photography.

 

Homosexuality is not widely accepted in Central African society and some sexual acts between members of the same sex are illegal.

 

You should carry copies of appropriate documentation (passport or residence permit) with you at all times. Failure to produce documents on request can lead to detention.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British nationals require a visa to visit Equatorial Guinea. To apply for a visa and to obtain further information on entry requirements, please contact the Equatorial Guinean representation in the UK.

You are strongly advised to check that your passports are properly endorsed/stamped at the airport, on arrival and departure, before leaving the immigration desk. There have been reports of travellers being delayed or threatened with detention because their passports have not been properly endorsed/stamped.

If you have recently acquired a new travel document you should ensure that you transfer your visa for Equatorial Guinea to your new passport before travelling. The Equatorial Guinean authorities will not admit travellers on visas entered into old passports, even if the visa is still valid.

You may be asked to produce a yellow fever vaccination certificate on arrival in the country. Failure to do so may result in a further vaccination being administered, for which a charge is made.

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Equatorial Guinean representation in the UK.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
 

The World Health Organisation has confirmed an outbreak of cholera in Equatorial Guinea. 32 people are reported to have died with 5,000 others infected. The outbreak mainly affects Bioko Island but there are some cases reported in Bata on the mainland.

 

Medical facilities are poor. Pharmacies in Malabo and Bata stock basic medication. Emergency facilities are extremely limited. For serious medical treatment, evacuation to Europe would be necessary. Water-borne diseases and malaria are prevalent. Current information on the prevalence of HIV/AIDS is unavailable.

 

You are advised to take medical advice before travelling and ensure that all appropriate vaccinations are up to date. For further information visit the Department of Health’s website at www.dh.gov.uk or contact your GP.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

There is no British Embassy in Equatorial Guinea. In an emergency, you can obtain consular assistance through the British High Commission in Yaoundé (tel: +237 22 0545/0796 or out of hours +237 771 3053).

We encourage visitors staying longer than one month to register with the British High Commission in Yaoundé.

The nearest British diplomatic mission is in Yaoundé, Cameroon (contact details below).

It is not possible to use credit cards in Equatorial Guinea.

OTHER
Equatorial Guinea Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
Avenue Winston Churchill 
BP 547 
Yaounde 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(237) 222 05 45

(237) 222 07 96




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(237) 222 01 48 




	
	Email: 
	 
	BHC.yaounde@fco.gov.uk 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT: Mon-Thurs: 0645 - 1145, 1300 - 1445
Fri: 0645 - 1245
Local: Mon-Thurs: 0745 - 1245, 1400 - 1545
Fri: 0745 - 1345


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britcam.org 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Equatorial Guinea 
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