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	Ivory Coast 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary and Political section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We continue to advise against all travel to Ivory Coast.
· Following the postponement of Presidential elections scheduled for 30 October 2005, the risk of political tension remains high.
· Events can move fast and violence could erupt at short notice. You should take particular care in public places and you should avoid all crowds and demonstrations.
· If against our advice you decide to travel to Ivory Coast, you should take strong security precautions and register with the British High Commission in Accra or our local warden network in Abidjan (details are given below).
· Operations at the British Embassy in Abidjan were suspended on 1 April 2005. The UK government does not therefore offer formal consular protection in the Ivory Coast. We can, however, provide very limited consular assistance from the British High Commission in Accra.
· We will be unable to mount an evacuation as we did in November 2004. Other countries may not be able to mount rescue operations as happened then.
· The threat from terrorism in Ivory Coast is low.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
We currently advise against all travel to Ivory Coast. If, despite this advice you decide to travel to Ivory Coast, you should be very careful about, and confident of, your personal security arrangements throughout your visit. We will be unable to mount an evacuation as we did in November 2004. Other countries may not be able to mount rescue operations as happened then.

Terrorism

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read: "Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" for further information and advice.

Crime

If, despite our advice you decide to travel to Ivory Coast, you should be aware that violent crime in Abidjan is on the increase as the security situation deteriorates. Car-jackings, as well as armed break-ins to private residences and hold ups in streets and restaurants, particularly those frequented by Westerners, are common. Weapons circulate freely.

If you are the victim of a robbery, co-operate with your assailants and give them what they want without hesitation. Keep your eyes down and do not make a lot of noise; you are less likely to be physically harmed.

In Abidjan you should be cautious, particularly after dark. You should avoid confrontation with police and security forces. Respect army and police roadblocks and co-operate politely if you need to pass through one. Do not be surprised if you are asked for money by people in uniform. Do not carry valuables in public. Do not walk around at night and avoid using taxis. Avoid driving late at night. Avoid crossing the two bridges over the lagoon in Abidjan on foot, even in daylight hours.

On the evening of 1 December 2005, armed men in civilian clothing entered the Agban gendarmerie barracks in the Adjame neighbourhood of Abidjan. Gunshots were heard but calm was restored a short time later.

Political Situation

Presidential elections were scheduled for 30 October 2005 were postponed. Warning shots and tear gas were fired at opposition protesters by riot police in Abidjan during the weekend 29/30 October. At least one person was injured and hundreds of protesters tried to march to Mr Gbagdo’s residence in the country’s main city.

 

The situation has remained calm since the end of October and a new Prime Minister, Charles Banny, was appointed at the beginning of December.  But the potential for further political tension remains and violence could erupt at any time.  You should therefore be vigilant in public places and avoid crowds or demonstrations.  Past experience suggests that demonstrations could take place outside French or UN installations, the radio and TV stations, the Presidential palace, or elsewhere. The imposition of targeted UN sanctions could be a trigger for further trouble.

 

There have been clashes in the UN-held Zone of Confidence. In May and June, up to 75 people were reported to have been killed in clashes around the town of Duékoué in the west. In February, following attacks near Logouale, the armed forces blocked the road from Yamoussoukro to Bouaké, near the Zone of Confidence, to all traffic but UN vehicles.

 
A UN peacekeeping operation deployed on 4 April 2004. The country remains divided between the north, in the hands of the rebels, and the south, which remains under government control.

Ivorian government fighter planes dropped bombs over the rebel stronghold of Bouaké on 4 November 2004. Following an air strike on 6 November by Ivorian government forces on a French military base near Bouaké in which nine French peacekeepers were killed, the French destroyed the Ivorian government's aircraft. Retaliation by Ivorian government forces and pro-government militias followed swiftly. Between 6 and 8 November, French peacekeepers clashed with Government troops and pro-government militias near the airport in Abidjan, at the French military base and in various locations throughout the city. Militia groups also attacked foreign businesses and residences. British, French and other governments assisted around 8,000 foreign nationals to leave.

We therefore advise you to take particular care in public places and to avoid all crowds and demonstrations. Past experience suggests that demonstrations could take place outside French or UN installations, the radio and TV stations, the Presidential palace, or elsewhere. The imposition of targeted UN sanctions could be a trigger for further trouble.

Local Travel

Due to high levels of anti-Western sentiment, we advise against all travel to Ivory Coast. If you decide to travel to Ivory Coast despite this advice, you should take particular care in the north and west of the country, where despite the UN presence, armed militias continue to operate in many areas and where there have been frequent clashes. In the area between Duékoué and Odienne, armed elements are often under the influence of drink or drugs, which makes them particularly unpredictable. In May and June, up to 75 people were reported to have been killed in clashes in this area.

Extreme caution should be exercised and strong security precautions put in place if travelling anywhere off the beaten track.

Between 24 and 26 July there were violent incidents in Abidjan, Anyama and Agboville, resulting in five deaths and several more injured.

All access roads to major towns in government controlled areas have been closed off from 2200 - 0600. The ban applies to Abidjan, Yamoussoukro, San Pedro and all other major towns in the south.

HEALTH
If, against our advice, you travel to Ivory Coast you should seek medical advice before travelling and ensure all vaccinations are up to date. You should consider taking prophylaxis against malaria and using insect repellent. Cholera is present in rural areas, where care should be taken to drink only boiled/bottled water. HIV/AIDS is widespread, as is malaria. There have been cases of yellow fever.

Medical treatment of a reasonable standard is available in Abidjan, but can be expensive. Serious medical treatment would require medical evacuation to Europe. You should ensure that you have comprehensive medical/travel insurance that covers evacuation by air ambulance. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

 

CONTACT DETAILS
 
Telephone numbers for our warden network in Abidjan:

 

07 20 20 23

22 42 72 45

22 41 13 22

21 75 82 01

22 40 25 12

20 22 82 61

 

British High Commission, Ghana:

 

OSU Link

Off Gamel Abdul Nasser Avenue

PO Box 296

Accra

 

Tel: 00 23 321 221 665

00 23 321 701 0650
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