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	Montserrat 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary and Natural Disasters section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Montserrat is a British Overseas Territory. There is no formal British diplomatic or consular representation.
· The former Day Time Entry Zone (DTEZ) is now open for 24-hour occupancy. However, at present, there are no utilities in these areas and roads are in poor condition. Anyone visiting these areas should drive with extreme caution, especially when crossing the Belham Valley due to a danger from mudflows.
· A small portion of the previously designated Exclusion Zone incorporating St George's Hill has been re-designated a DTEZ and entry is permitted in this area between the hours of 06:00 and 18:00, seven days a week.
· As the volcanic dome is slowly rebuilding a major part of the island is still a total Exclusion Zone where no entry is permitted. Maps showing the designated zones are available at points of entry and at local police stations.
· There are three designated Maritime Exclusion Zones and visiting yachtsmen should avoid these waters. The Montserrat Port Authority can advise on these areas (tel: + 1 664 491 2791).
· The threat from terrorism is low, but you should be aware of the risk of indiscriminate attacks from terrorists in public places, including tourist sties, throughout the world.
· Though the crime rate is very low, you should take sensible precautions against petty crime. Most visits to Montserrat are completely trouble-free.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas pages on the FCO website for further information and advice.

 

Crime
 
There is a low rate of crime in Montserrat. Nevertheless, you should take the same sensible precautions as you would at home. Do not leave valuables lying around; keep them in your hotel or other safe deposit box.

 

Political Situation
 
The next election is due by early 2006.

 

Local travel
 
There is a daily air link to Montserrat’s new Gerald’s Airport from VC Bird International Airport in Antigua. WINAIR operates four flights a day in each direction and the journey time is approximately 20 minutes. Additional flights are to be added for the Christmas/New Year season.

 

The Antiguan authorities charge an embarkation tax on all visitors who have been in the country for more than 24 hours which is currently 50 East Caribbean Dollars (EC$) per person for adults over 12 years of age. They also charge a Facilities Tax which is currently EC$54. However, this is normally added to the cost of your ingoing travel ticket on issue.

 

The Montserratian authorities charge an embarkation tax which is currently EC$ 25 for residents and EC$ 50 for non residents. There is, in addition, a security charge of EC$10 for every passenger departing from Gerald’s Airport, which is payable at check-in.

 

Road Safety
 
There is some public transport but with no regular schedules. However, car rental is available. You will need to obtain a temporary visitor’s driving licence if you wish to drive in Montserrat. These can be obtained from any police station on production of a valid driving licence. The current cost is EC$ 45 and the licence is valid for three months. If driving a vehicle, remember to drive on the left, the same as in the UK. Observe speed limits of 20 mph, as there are multiple hairpin bends. Do not drink and drive.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
There are harsh penalties if you are caught with drugs of any kind.

You should observe the customs regulations on the importation and exportation of agricultural products and the protection of marine and animal life. There are a number of marine and animal specimens that may not be taken from the islands. If in doubt you should check with the local customs authorities prior to the purchase, importation or exportation of such items.

For those returning to the UK, please observe the UK Customs and Excise rules on the illegal importation of meat and animal products.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A full British passport or a British Overseas Territory passport with at least six months validity is required and a return ticket to point of origin. Holders of these passports do not require a visa for entry to Montserrat.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country.

HEALTH
There is a well-equipped thirty-bed hospital, which provides a twenty four-hour casualty service. Anyone requiring specialist medical treatment may need to travel to a neighbouring island. You are strongly advised to obtain adequate medical insurance before travelling. This should cover the cost of medical evacuation to, and other medical costs in a third country. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

 

There is a private dental practice on the Island.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at www.dh.gov.uk
 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 
The volcano still remains active with renewed dome growth and occasional ash venting which can lead to very ashy conditions. High levels of ash can occasionally lead to cancellation of flights into and out of the island. The designated Exclusion Zone remains dangerous, especially during periods of heavy rain. Access to the Exclusion Zone is prohibited unless permission is obtained from the Commissioner of Police.

 

Heavy rain can cause mudflows and the Belham Valley can be especially dangerous during these periods. Extreme caution should be taken during periods of heavy rain particularly when driving and when crossing the Belham Valley because of the likelihood of mudflows.

 

The area of St George's Hill is now in a designated Day Time Entry Zone and can be visited from 06:00 to 18:00 seven days a week.

 

There are three designated maritime exclusion zones around the southern and eastern coasts of the island and these should not be visited by any maritime vessels. Maps showing these areas are available from the Montserrat Port Authority.

 

People suffering from asthma and other respiratory problems should remain alert to the fact that residual amounts of airborne dust, volcanic ash and gases from the volcano could affect them.

 

Resident scientists continuously monitor the status of the volcano from the Montserrat Volcano Observatory (MVO) to which visitors are permitted. Further details of such visits and the status of the volcano can be obtained from the MVO's website at: http://www.mvo.ms
 

An island-wide siren system is installed to warn of volcanic activity. If the sirens sound, please tune in immediately to Radio Montserrat (ZJB) for a related safety message on FM 88.3. or 95.5.

 

The hurricane season is from June to November. Please check: National Hurricane Centre for more details. In the event of a storm and depending on the severity of it, the air services may not return to normal for several days. If visiting during the hurricane season you should tune in to Radio Montserrat (ZJB) or watch Channel 2 of the local cable TV system for storm updates, warnings and advice.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

Montserrat is a British Overseas Territory and as such there is no formal British Consular Representation. The Governor's Office will assist British nationals in a genuine emergency, but all enquiries regarding passport services should be made to the British High Commission in Bridgetown, Barbados at the address shown below.

 

British High Commission

Lower Collymore Rock

(P O Box 676)

Bridgetown

Barbados

Tel: 00 1 246 430 7800

Fax: 00 1 246 430 7860

E-mail: britishhcb@sunbeach.net

Office Hours: GMT:

Mon-Thurs 1200-2000

Friday 1200-1700

 

Since 11 September 2001, international travel is subject to earlier check-in times for passenger and luggage. All items of luggage are subject to search. (You should allow extra time and should check with the individual airline for the recommended check-in time for your journey).

 

Few shops, hotels or restaurants accept credit cards. The local currency is the Eastern Caribbean dollar. It is fixed to the dollar at 2.68 Eastern Caribbean Dollars equals 1 US Dollar. US Dollars are widely accepted. The territory has limited but modern banking facilities.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	The Governor's Office
Farara Plaza
Brades
Montserrat 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(1) (664) 491 2688/9 Office

(664) 491 6124 Governor's Residence 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(1) (664) 491 8867 




	
	Email: 
	 
	govoff@candw.ms 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Fri: 1200-2000

Local Time:
Mon-Fri: 0800-1600


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.montserrat-newsletter.com 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Montserrat (UK Overseas Territory) 
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