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	Mozambique 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Crime and General sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· You should be aware of the risks of violent crime, poor road safety standards and minimal health facilities.
· Women should not walk alone on the beach anywhere in Mozambique.
· Mozambique shares with other countries in Africa, a threat from terrorism to visibly Western and British interests. You should also be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

Mozambique shares with other countries in Africa a threat from terrorism to visibly Western and British interests. You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security and General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" pages of the FCO website for further information and advice.

Crime

Robbery, often using knives and firearms, is prevalent on the streets of Maputo, and is on the increase in other towns.

There have been several incidents of bag-snatching from tourists and when bags have been left unattended on buses. Avoid carrying or displaying cash or jewellery. Use well lit, populated streets, and avoid walking anywhere at night. If attacked do not resist.

 

Women should not walk alone on the beach anywhere in Mozambique.

 

You should carry identity documents at all times. You should not hand over your passport to anyone other than for inspection.

Vehicle theft, occasionally at gunpoint, can occur anywhere.

Avoid isolated picnic spots.

Local Travel

Only travel by road outside Maputo and other major cities in hours of daylight. There is patchy mobile phone coverage along the main roads, best coverage is around the main towns. As far as possible keep to those major metalled roads in reasonable states of repair, and travel in convoy if you can in rural areas. Fuel (petrol & diesel) is often only available in major towns – fill your tank up whenever you see it.

If you are thinking of driving to neighbouring South Africa, you should be aware of the incidence of violence, robberies and hijackings on the approach roads to the Kruger Park and in the general border area (see Travel Advice for South Africa for more details).

Road Safety

Many roads can become impassable in the rainy season (November - April). Vehicles should be stocked with emergency supplies and be properly prepared for difficult conditions at all times. Driving and vehicle standards are extremely poor.

Travellers should also be aware of unexploded mines on little-used roads around the country. It is best to seek the advice of the local Mozambican authorities if you intend to stray from major routes.

In general, overland travel on public transport can be hazardous due to the poor mechanical condition of many vehicles.

If you are visiting Mozambique for 90 days or less, your UK driving licence is sufficient. Those staying over 90 days require a temporary Mozambican licence, which is valid for up to a year.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Heavy penalties including long term imprisonment and large fines are imposed on those caught drug smuggling.

It is illegal to photograph public buildings in Mozambique. Generally, you should only take photographs on the beaches or other tourist sites.

In Mozambique, the law states that there should be no discrimination based on race, sex or religion.  Mozambicans are generally very conservative in their attitudes towards sex in general and homosexuality in particular, and these issues are rarely discussed.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
UK citizens require a visa for entry to Mozambique. We recommend that you apply for your visa at your nearest Mozambican Mission prior to your journey (Mozambican Representation in the UK.).You should ensure that you have the correct visa for the purpose of your visit well in advance of your planned arrival, explaining the purpose of your visit.

You should also obtain a clear explanation of the visa's validity and what it allows you to do.

You should also keep separate notarised photocopies of your passport (details page, visa and entry stamps) to avoid unnecessary delays in the event of a loss or theft.

It can take a long time clear border formalities at the land crossing with South Africa, Ressano Garcia, especially during holiday periods. Please allow adequate time to arrive at your destination before nightfall.

HEALTH
Malaria is endemic. Diseases caused by unsanitary conditions are common throughout Mozambique. Cholera and other water-born diseases are prevalent particularly during the rainy season. Travellers should drink bottled or boiled and filtered water and eat only where food has been thoroughly cooked and where basic hygiene precautions have been taken.

Given the high level of HIV and AIDS in the country, you should seek immediate medical help in the event that you are sexually assaulted or injured.

Hospital facilities are generally poor. In cases of serious illness or injury, medical evacuation to South Africa may be necessary.

You should check the Department of Health’s website at www.dh.gov.uk or contact your own GP for up to date advice on vaccinations and prophylaxis.

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling, including provision for medical evacuation. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see Travel Insurance.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

The British High Commission in Maputo does not issue passports. The High Commission accepts applications for new passports, in person or by courier (if a courier is used, the cost and organisation will have to borne by the applicant), which are then forwarded to the British High Commission in Pretoria to be processed. This can take around eight weeks for standard applications. Before you set off, you should ensure that your passport retains sufficient validity for your stay and has several unused pages remaining. In an emergency only, the British High Commission in Maputo can issue an Emergency Passport. However, Emergency Passports are valid for a single journey only back to the UK using agreed transit points as necessary, or to Commonwealth countries providing prior arrangement exists with the authorities of the Commonwealth country concerned.

You should register with the British High Commission Consular Section in Maputo on arrival, either in person or by fax, providing your proposed itinerary, contact details if available, and photocopies of passports, visas and entry stamps.

Credit cards can only be used in some places in Maputo. Travellers' cheques are not commonly accepted. US Dollars and South African Rand are the main exchange currencies.

On 1 January, Mozambique will change its currency: removing the last three zeros, i.e. moving from £1 = 45,000 MTS (approx.) to £1 = 45 (approx.) MTS. There a transition period while different forms of bank notes will be in circulation. You should check prices and exchange rates carefully to ensure you are charged the right amount.


Few modern amenities are available outside Maputo and major towns.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
Av Vladimir I Lenine, 310
(Box 55) Maputo 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	258 (21) 356 000




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	258 (21) 356 060 




	
	Email: 
	 
	bhc@virconn.com British High Commission, Maputo 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Thurs: 0600-1030 / 1100-1400
Fri: 0600-1100

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0800-1230 / 1300-1600
Fri: 0800-1300

Consular & Visa Section is open to the public from 08:30 to 10:30 Monday to Friday 


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk/mozambique 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Mozambique 
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