                                                                          Page: 7 of 7
                                                                          Oman (November 25, 2005)

                                                                          Travel Advice by County

                                                                          U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office

Country: Oman
Title: Travel Advice by Country

Issued: November 25, 2005

Source: U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office

	


	
	Oman 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Sea Safety section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· You should be aware of the threat from terrorism. Al Qaeda continues to issue statements threatening to carry out attacks in the Gulf region. These include references to attacks on Western interests, including residential compounds, military, oil, transport and aviation interests.
· You should review your security arrangements carefully. You should remain vigilant, particularly in public places.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
You should be aware of the threat from terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate, and against Western, including British, interests as they have been elsewhere in the region.

 

Terrorists continue to issue statements threatening to carry out attacks in the Gulf region. These include references to attacks on Western interests, including residential compounds, military, oil, transport and aviation interests.

 

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security and General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" for further information and advice and check the British Embassy website: http://www.britishembassy.gov.uk/oman.

 

You should review your security arrangements carefully. You should remain vigilant, particularly in public places.

 

Crime
 
6,000 British nationals live in Oman and 93,852 visited during 2004/2005. Most visits are trouble-free.

 

The law and order situation is generally good.

 

There have been some reported cases of robbery and other occasional incidents of violence in which foreigners have been victims. We can confirm that the man responsible for the attempted murder of one British Citizen in 2003 and a second in September 2004 has been apprehended, tried, found guilty and sentenced.

 

Political Situation
 
Developments in Iraq and on the Middle East Peace Process continue to have an impact on local public opinion in the region. You should be aware of local sensitivities on these issues. You should follow news reports and be alert to regional developments.

 

You should take sensible precautions for your personal safety and avoid public gatherings and demonstrations.

 

Road Safety
 
Driving at night can be dangerous outside Muscat, as there is a risk of hitting camels that stray on the road. Rental and company vehicles particularly have been vulnerable to robbery in the Thumrait, Marmul and Nimr area of Southern Oman. If you rent a car, you should take advice on security from the hire company before undertaking travel. All off road travel should be with at least two vehicles suitably equipped in case of emergencies. If you are intending such travel, you should take out sufficient insurance to meet the costs of a major rescue operation.

 

Driving is on the right. There are good roads in Muscat and between Muscat and major towns in the interior. Driving standards are good, by regional standards, but drivers do tend to speed and tailgate.

 

You should not to offend local culture when driving, eg through abusive gestures or language. This can lead to complaints being lodged with the police, who have been taking forward cases of reported insulting behaviour to Omani citizens.

 

Some recently reported cases suggest that when travelling alone by car at night it is prudent (especially women driving alone) to lock all doors and ensure car windows are closed.

 

Sea Safety

Many areas of the Gulf are highly sensitive, including near maritime boundaries and the islands of Abu Musa and the Tunbs in the southern Gulf.  Vessels entering these areas have been detained and inspected; and there have been occasional arrests.  Mariners should make careful enquiries before entering these waters or considering visiting ports.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Seat belts must be worn in the front seats and you are not allowed to use a mobile phone whilst driving (you can be given an on-the-spot fine). Speed limits are clearly posted on major roads. There is a minimum 48 hours in jail for any traffic offence in which the driver tests positive for alcohol. (The legal blood alcohol level in Oman is close to zero). Traffic laws in Oman are strictly imposed.

The import (even temporary) of right hand drive vehicles is not allowed.

Oman is a Muslim state and Islamic customs, in public, are strictly observed.

In public, general modesty of behaviour and dress is expected. Women who wear shorts or tight-fitting clothes, in particular in downtown areas, are likely to attract unwelcome attention. There have been some reported cases of sexual harassment.

The import and use of narcotics and obscene material are forbidden and can lead to imprisonment. There are severe penalties for drug offences including, in some cases, the death penalty. "Soft" drugs are treated as seriously as "hard" drugs. Recent experience has shown that possession of cannabis, even in quantities of less than one gram, will bring a minimum prison sentence of 12 months followed by deportation. Non-Muslims can import alcohol, to a maximum of 2 litres per family. It can be bought at a duty free shop at the airport on arrival, but within Oman, alcohol can be purchased only by personal licence or at licensed hotels and restaurants. Pork products are available at specially licensed food outlets.

Homosexual behaviour is illegal in Oman.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British passport holders can obtain an entry visa upon arrival at any land, sea or air entry port in Oman. There are two options:

· A one-month combined tourist/business visa costing 6 Omani Rials (OR). This can be extended for one month for a further 6 OR; 

· A one year multiple entry visa, which is valid for three weeks, after which nationals must leave Oman for at least three weeks before returning. The cost for this is 10 OR. 

Overstaying without the proper authority can lead to fines of 10 OR per day. You are advised to check visa requirements well in advance with: Omani Representation in London
 

Some prescription medicines common in the United Kingdom are banned in Oman. If you are travelling to Oman with prescription drugs you should carry a copy of the prescription. Not to do so can be an offence if the drugs are on the banned list, and the penalties, including prison, can be severe. If you have any queries, you are advised to check well in advance with Oman's Ministry of Health or with: Omani Representation in London, from whom a list of banned drugs is available.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact: Omani Representation in London
HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
 

Before you travel, you should contact your local GP for advice on inoculations.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health website at www.dh.gov.uk
GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

You or your tour company should register your presence in Oman with the British Embassy in Muscat.

OTHER
Oman Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
PO Box 185 
Mina Al Fahal
Postal Code 116
Sultanate of Oman 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(968) 24 609000

(968) 24 609002 Commercial 

(968) 24 609001 Consular 

(968) 24 609224 Defence 

(968) 99200865 Out of hours emergencies 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(968) 24 609010 General 

(968) 24 609011 Consular 

(968) 24 609013 Chancery 

(968) 24 609012 Commercial 

(968) 24 609014 Defence 




	
	Email: 
	 
	Enquiries.Muscat@fco.gov.uk General Enquiries 
UKTI.muscat@fco.gov.uk Commercial Enquiries 
Muscat.Consular@fco.gov.uk Visa and Consular Enquiries 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	Sat-Wed: 0330-1030 GMT
Sat-Wed: 0730-1430 Local Time 


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishembassy.gov.uk/oman 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Oman 
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