                                                                          Page: 6 of 6
                                                                          Portugal (November 3, 2005)

                                                                          Travel Advice by County

                                                                          U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office

Country: Portugal
Title: Travel Advice by Country

Issued: November 3, 2005

Source: U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office

	


	
	Portugal 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary and Terrorism section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Portugal shares with the rest of Europe a threat from international terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate and against civilian targets.
· You should be alert to the risk of petty theft.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
· Most visits to Portugal are trouble-free. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
Portugal shares with the rest of Europe a threat from international terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate and against civilian targets.
 
Please read Security and General Tips, and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas pages on the FCO website.
 
Crime
 
Crime remains comparatively low in Portugal but pickpocketing, handbag snatching and theft from cars are increasingly common in major tourist areas. Passports, credit cards, travel tickets and money should not be carried together in handbags or pockets. Leave spare cash and valuables in a safe place. Do not leave any valuables in an unattended car.
 
Portuguese police recommend car windows and doors are closed and locked while driving at night in urban centres. Pedestrians are advised not to wear valuable jewellery or watches in public areas.
 
Road Safety
 
The Portuguese Highway Code has been revised. It came into effect on 24 March 2005. Fines have been increased across the board, and infringements such as speeding, driving under the influence of drink or drugs, the use of mobile phones whilst driving and illegal parking are heavily penalised. Special importance is also given to the use of child safety seats and seat belts in the rear of the vehicle. The full version can be found (in Portuguese) at: http://www.dgv.pt.
 
As a holidaymaker, you can bring your own vehicle to Portugal for a maximum of 180 days in any 12-month period. You must not use your vehicle for any other purpose or loan it to anyone else during that time. If you intend to stay longer, you must apply to the Portuguese Customs authority to have the car legally imported. You will be fined if you leave the country without your car.
 
The minimum age for driving is 18. You must possess a UK driving licence or an International Driving Permit. In addition to your licence, you must also carry your vehicle logbook or rental contract, proof of insurance and MOT certificate (if appropriate) together with all other relevant documentation. There are heavy on-the-spot fines for those who fail to do so.
 
If driving, you must carry a red warning triangle to place behind the vehicle in case of accident or breakdown and a reflective vest. The wearing of seatbelts is compulsory in the front and rear of vehicles. Children under 12 must not travel in the front passenger seat. You must not carry spare petrol cans in the vehicle.
 
As in many other European countries, there is a toll system in operation on Portuguese motorways. Heavy fines are imposed for those who do not or cannot pay toll fees. You should take care not to use the green lanes reserved for motorists who subscribe to the automatic pay system.
 
Driving regulations and customs are different from those in the UK and the accident rate is higher. Visitors are advised to take extra care when crossing busy roads, especially late at night. This includes crossing at zebra crossings which are often poorly marked. UK organisations such as the AA or RAC should be able to provide detailed advice.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Under Portuguese drug legislation, if you are caught consuming or in possession of drugs for personal use you may be subject to a fine or other sanction (including the seizure of personal belongings). Selling or trafficking of drugs is a criminal offence and subject to severe penalties.

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
As an EU national, you may remain in Portugal as a tourist for a period not exceeding 180 days. If you intend to settle, you must apply for a residence permit from the nearest office of the Serviço de Estrangeiros e Fronteiras (Portuguese immigration authority).

 

A minor under the age of 18 travelling to Portugal must either:

· be accompanied by a parent or guardian, 

· be met at the airport or point of entry by a parent or guardian, or 

· carry a letter of authorisation to travel from a parent or guardian. The letter should name the adult responsible for the minor during his/her stay. 

A minor who is living in Portugal may be prevented from leaving the country if he/she is travelling unaccompanied and is not carrying a notarised letter of authority from a parent or guardian. This is particularly important for children returning to school in the UK.

 

Similarly, a resident minor travelling with just one of his/her parents, must have a notarised letter of authority to leave the country from the parent who is staying behind. A standard form of words covering both of these cases, may be downloaded from the Portuguese immigration service website at http://www.sef.pt/impressos.htm (see: Saída de Menores de Território Nacional).

HEALTH
You do not need an E111 form or a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) for Portugal (see: New E111 form), as there is a reciprocal agreement between Portugal and the UK, which covers free or reduced cost, state-provided, emergency medical treatment in State facilities. However, it gives no entitlement to medical repatriation costs, it cannot be used to settle the bill at a private clinic, and will not cover ongoing illnesses of a non-urgent nature. Private treatment is expensive.

 

You are therefore strongly advised to take out comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

There is a requirement for foreigners to be able to show some form of identification immediately if requested, for example, by the police. You should carry your passport and keep a photocopy of the data page in a safe place.

 

The Euro
 
You are reminded that the currency of Portugal is the Euro.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Rua de São Bernardo 33 
1249-082 Lisbon 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	+351 21 392 40 00




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(351) (21) 392 41 78 Chancery 

(351) (21) 392 41 84 Defence 

(351) (21) 392 41 19 Defence 

(351) (21) 392 41 85 Information 

(351) (21) 392 41 86 UK Trade & Investment 

(351) (21) 392 41 87 Management 

(351) (21) 392 41 53 Consular 

(351) (21) 392 41 88 Visa 

(351) (21) 392 40 21 Political 




	
	Email: 
	 
	uktradeinvest@Lisbon.mail.fco.gov.uk UK Trade & Investment 
Consular@Lisbon.mail.fco.gov.uk Consular 
Visa@Lisbon.mail.fco.gov.uk Visas 
PPA.lisbon@fco.gov.uk Information 
Management@Lisbon.mail.fco.gov.uk Management 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT: (Local Time = GMT)
Summer: 0900-1300 and 1430-1730
Winter: 0900-1300 and 1430-1730 


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.uk-embassy.pt 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Portugal 
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