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This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Health section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Slovakia shares with the rest of Europe a threat from terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate and against civilian targets.
· Most visits to Slovakia are trouble-free.
· Before travelling to Slovakia, make sure your passport is in a presentable state. The Slovak authorities do refuse entry for travellers if their passport is worn or damaged or looks as if it has been tampered with.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
Slovakia shares with the rest of Europe a threat from terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate and against civilian targets. Please read the Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas pages of the FCO website for further information and advice.

 

Crime
 
There is a high incidence of petty theft. Pickpockets operate around the main tourist areas, and foreigners are easily identified and targeted. You should take sensible precautions against bag snatching and mugging. Do not leave valuables unattended. If you must leave valuables in your car please ensure that cannot be seen from outside the vehicle, but ideally take the valuables with you.

 

There have been a few of cases where men have been offered “spiked” drinks by women, and have woken up several hours later with all their valuables gone. So far, we have no reports of women having been targeted in this way.

 

More serious crime does happen in Slovakia but is not targeted at tourists or visitors and tends to be a result of disputes between warring criminal factions.

 

Road Safety
 

Make sure that you have valid motor insurance for your car. Right-hand drive cars can not be registered in Slovakia, which makes it very difficult to obtain insurance for those who intend to settle or remain in Slovakia to work.

 

You can drive on a UK driving licence for up to 6 months.

 

Children under the age of 12 must not sit in the front seat of moving vehicles.

 

Although reasonably good, many main roads have only a single carriageway in each direction making overtaking difficult. Road markings are difficult to see in poor weather.

 

The standard of driving is not high and can be aggressive, with drivers often going too fast (especially in bad weather), pushing into dangerously small gaps, tailgating and overtaking with little regard for other road users. Drive defensively and allow yourself more "thinking time". Specifically, beware of oncoming cars overtaking on your side of the road (particularly on bends and hills). Older low-powered cars and trucks travel very slowly; be careful not to overestimate their speed. Most motorways should only be used if you have a motorway sticker (vignette) stuck to the vehicles’ windscreen. The vignettes are available for 15 days or a whole year and can be purchased at border crossings, petrol stations or Post Offices.

 

In winter, equip your car for severe driving conditions: use winter tyres, and if travelling outside Bratislava carry extra warm clothing, hot drinks in a thermos-flask, sacking (to help give tyres purchase in slippery conditions) and a shovel. Although winter tyres are not compulsory in Slovakia, where an accident occurs and one vehicle has normal tyres on their vehicle the official presumption is that they are at fault. From 15 October to 15 March all vehicles must have their headlights switched on, regardless of the weather and if they are in a town or out in the country.

 

Please note that drivers with any trace of alcohol in their body will be arrested. There is no permitted level other than 0%. If you are involved in an accident while driving the Police will give you a breath test regardless of who is to blame.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
While in Slovakia, you will be subject to its laws and regulations. All those who violate Slovak laws, even unknowingly, may be arrested and expelled or imprisoned. Some important rules include:

· You must carry your passport with you at all times as identification - keep it safe, e.g. in a zipped up pocket or secure bag, and keep the details separately in case you do lose it. Remember to enter/revise next of kin details into the back of your passport. 

· If you plan to stay in Slovakia on a long-term basis, i.e. to work or live, you must register with the Police within three days of arrival. You will need your passport and proof of accommodation. 

· Taking photographs of anything that could be perceived as a military establishment or somehow of security interest, may result in problems with the authorities. 

· Don't drink and drive: it is illegal in Slovakia to drive after drinking even the smallest amount of alcohol. Random breath tests are frequent. See under road safety above. 

· Do not get involved with drugs in any way. The penalties for smuggling, possession and use of drugs are severe. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Visas are not required for British citizens to enter Slovakia. As a British passport holder there is no minimum length of remaining validity needed. Nevertheless it is recommended, wherever possible, the passport is valid beyond the length of your planned stay in Slovakia. For further information please check the website of the British Embassy, Bratislava: http://www.britishembassy.sk/consular/default.htm

 

British Overseas Territories citizens, British Overseas citizens, British nationals (Overseas), British subjects and British Protected persons should contact the nearest Slovak Embassy to determine if there is a requirement for a visa to be obtained. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic has a website (http://foreign.gov.sk/En/index.html) which will help to locate your nearest Slovak Embassy.

 

Those wishing to apply for a Slovak Residence Permit can go to the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic website (http://minv.sk/en/index.htm) for further information.

HEALTH
You should obtain a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) before leaving the UK. The EHIC replaces Form E111, which still remains valid until the end of 2005. The EHIC is available free of charge through most United Kingdom post offices or through the UK Department of Health via their website at: www.dh.gov.uk or by telephoning 0800 555 7777 and obtaining their leaflet "Health Advice for Travellers". The E111 form/EHIC is not a substitute for medical and travel insurance, but entitles you to emergency medical treatment on the same terms as Slovakian nationals. You will not be covered for medical repatriation, on-going medical treatment or treatment of a non-urgent nature. Even emergency treatment in Slovakia could result in substantial follow-on costs.

 

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
 

If you are planning to visit forested areas, you are advised to seek medical advice before you travel about inoculations for tick borne encephalitis.

 

Avian Influenza (Bird Flu)
 

There have been no reported cases of Bird Flu (also known as Avian Influenza) in Slovakia during the current series of outbreaks.  But the World Health Organisation has confirmed cases elsewhere in the region.


If you are travelling to Slovakia, you should consult your usual healthcare provider for travel medical advice before departure. The risk from Avian Influenza is believed to be very low, provided you avoid visiting live animal markets, poultry farms and other places where you may come into close contact with domestic, caged or wild birds; ensure poultry and egg dishes are thoroughly cooked.

 

The continuing series of outbreaks of Avian Influenza, which started in South East Asia at the end of 2003, have led to a number of human deaths (in Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia, Cambodia and China). The World Health Organisation (WHO) has warned of the possibility that the Avian Influenza outbreaks could lead at some point to a human flu pandemic. British nationals living longer term in an Avian Influenza affected region should take personal responsibility for their own safety in the event of a future pandemic, including considering their access to adequate healthcare and ensuring travel documents are up-to-date.

 

You should read this advice in conjunction with the Avian and Pandemic Influenza Factsheet, which gives more detailed advice and information.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

 

Make sure you bring enough money and keep it safe. Travellers' cheques are the safest way to carry money but make sure that you buy them from an organisation with agents in Slovakia. Change cash and travellers' cheques at proper banks or bureaux de change: kiosks, although legal, offer poor exchange rates and there is a risk of being robbed by thieves loitering nearby. Scottish bank notes cannot be exchanged in Slovakia.

 

Apart from Vienna Airport there are very few places to buy Slovak Crowns before the border. ATM machines, which accept UK bank or credit cards (Cirrus, Maestro or Visa), are common. Shops – particularly in the main tourist areas – increasingly accept credit cards, but are sometimes reluctant to accept cards issued by foreign banks. If you intend to pay for something by card do check first that that the shop will accept your card and that it can be read (there are sometimes problems with "Maestro"). We also recommend that you check your statements carefully for transactions you did not make.

 

Make sure you know whom to contact to cancel stolen cards and/or how to obtain replacement travellers' cheques. If your money is lost or stolen you can arrange for friends or relatives in the UK to transfer money through Western Union to the Tatrabanka. Call Western Union in the UK 0800 833 833 for information.

 

The Consular Section of the Embassy can provide assistance in an emergency such as the arrest, serious accident, illness or the death of a British national. Consular Section can also assist if your passport is lost or stolen and can help you arrange to transfer of funds. For some services a fee is charged. Please see contact details below.

 

In a serious emergency out of normal working hours the Embassy Duty Officer can be reached on a mobile telephone number: 0905 601 741 (from UK: +421 905 601 741).

 
European Union
 

Information on the EU can be found at: Travelling and Living in the EU (pdf) and Britain and the European Union.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Panska 16 
811 01 Bratislava 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(421) (2) 5998 2000 General 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(421) (2) 5998 2237 General 




	
	Email: 
	 
	bebra@internet.sk 
commercial2@fco.gov.uk Commercial Section 



	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishembassy.sk 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Slovakia 
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