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This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary and Political Situation sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Incidences of robbery and theft have recently increased in Tonga. There have also been some incidences of violent assault. Foreign tourists and foreign residents may be at risk. You should take particular care at night.
· The threat of terrorism in Tonga is low, but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is low, but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security & General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" pages on the FCO website for further information and advice.


Crime

Incidences of robbery and theft have recently increased in Tonga. There have also been some incidences of violent assault associated with robbery. Foreign tourists and foreign residents may be at risk. You should take particular care at night especially on the main island of Tongatapu. Petty crime and house burglaries are also on the increase. There are sometimes instances of violence associated with alcohol, particularly late at night.

Political Situation

A six-week civil service strike ended on 5 September 2005, and no further political demonstrations are planned. However you should remain vigilant and avoid any demonstrations and public gatherings.

Local Travel

The tropical cyclone season from November to April can seriously affect local travel. If you are contemplating sea journeys in particular during this period, you should obtain a weather report from the Tongan Meteorological Office; (Tel: 23401) or on the Tongan Met website: http://www.met.gov.fj

Road Safety

A local visitor’s driving licence can be obtained on the production of a full UK driving licence. Roads are generally in good condition but can be narrow and are sometimes potholed. The low speed limits are strictly applied with on the spot fines. Care should be taken when driving after dark and there is sometimes a risk of rock falls particularly after heavy rain.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Tongan society is very conservative and highly religious. You will be expected to dress modestly and respect local customs and culture.

 

Gay and lesbian travellers should note that Tongan attitudes towards homosexuality are complex. Despite examples of cross-dressing within the traditional Pacific culture, there can be aggressive outbursts against homosexuality.

 

Drug taking in all forms is illegal. Importing or exporting illegal drugs attracts a maximum penalty of 30 years hard labour and/or a fine of several hundred thousand US dollars. Those found guilty of cultivating or distributing illegal drugs are likely to receive similarly severe punishment.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British passport holders visiting Tonga as tourists or on business are normally given permission to enter the country for a period not exceeding 30 days, provided that they are in possession of an onward air or sea ticket, adequate funds and relevant health certificates. If you wish to extend your stay you must obtain permission from the Principal Immigration Officer.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before leaving UK. Health facilities are basic, the range of drugs available is limited and modern equipment is in short supply. Medical evacuation is required for most non-basic medical problems, and your insurance should cover this.

Dengue fever, a mosquito-borne disease, has resulted in the death of some young children in recent years. You should wear insect repellent at all times, especially during daylight hours when the dengue-carrying mosquitoes are active. You should be aware of the symptoms of dengue fever and seek immediate medical treatment should you suspect infection.

Valid Yellow Fever and cholera certificates are required by all travellers over one year old who have been in an infected area prior to arrival in Tonga.

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk.


NATURAL DISASTERS

The cyclone season in Tonga is from November to April. Earth tremors are not unusual.

GENERAL
The British High Commission does not issue passports. In an emergency, they can be obtained from the British High Commission in Wellington within approximately 10 days.

 

ATMs are available in the capital cities of Tongatapu, Ha’apai and ‘Eua.

 

Internal flights are not always on schedule and can be subject to adverse weather conditions.

OTHER
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
P O Box 56 
Nuku'alofa 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(676) 24285 / 24395




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(676) 24109 




	
	Email: 
	 
	britcomt@kalianet.to 
britcomt.nualo@fco.gov.uk 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Sun-Wed: 1915-2330 / 0030-0345
Thurs: 1915-0015

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0815-1230 / 1330-1645
Fri: 0815-1315


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Tonga 
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