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	Ukraine 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Health section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· You should be aware of petty crime, especially in crowded areas and tourist spots or when using public transport.
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· Carry your passport at all times.
· You do not require a visa for ordinary visits of up to 90 days.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling.  You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 

The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets in public places including places frequented by foreigners. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice.


Crime

You should be alert to the possibility of street crime and petty theft and aware that foreigners offer lucrative targets. You should keep valuables and cash out of sight, especially in crowded areas and tourist spots, where pickpockets and bag snatchers operate.

A common scam is to drop a wallet or bundle of money in front of a tourist. The crook then "finds" the money and asks if it is the tourist's or offers to share the money with them. If you are approached in this way, you should walk away without engaging in conversation.

You should also beware of accepting drinks in bars from casual acquaintances, which could be spiked.

Political Situation

The political situation is calm.

Road Safety

British driving licence holders must possess a valid International Driving Licence to drive legally in Ukraine. There is a zero tolerance policy on drink driving.

Rail Safety

You should take particular care on public transport. If you take the overnight train you should, if possible, travel accompanied and you should secure your compartment from the inside.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Don’t get involved with drugs.  Penalties are severe. 

 

Homosexuality is legal and generally tolerated.

 

Don’t take photographs in the vicinity of government or military establishments. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Visas may be required to enter Ukraine. Citizens of the European Union (including the UK) visiting Ukraine no longer require visas for visits of up to 90 days.

 

But if you are visiting Ukraine for longer, or for other purposes (eg work, study, family reunion), you will still need a visa. Information about applying for a visa and an application form are available on the Ukrainian Embassy website at: www.ukremb.org.uk/eng/cvs/
 

If you plan to stay more than six months, you must register with the Ministry of Internal Affairs following your arrival in Ukraine. Your passport must be valid for one month beyond your intended date of departure from Ukraine.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact: www.ukremb.org.uk/eng/cvs/
HEALTH
You should seek medical advice before travelling. You should consider immunisation against diphtheria, hepatitis, tick-borne encephalitis and rabies. There is a high level of sexually transmitted diseases in Ukraine and HIV is widespread.

 

The risk of radioactive contamination from the 1986 accident at Chernobyl is insignificant, other than within the exclusion zone immediately around the Chernobyl site. No special precautions are necessary.

 

Don’t drink tap water without boiling it. Bottled water is readily available.

 

There is a bilateral agreement on Emergency Medical Treatment between Ukraine and the UK. You do not therefore need to pay an insurance levy when you arrive. If any attempt is made to charge you, you should inform the British Embassy in Kyiv. However, the agreement covers only emergency medical treatment. You should therefore also take out comprehensive medical / travel insurance before travelling, to cover all other forms of medical treatment. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
 

Avian Influenza (Bird Flu)
 
Cases of Avian Influenza have been reported in the Crimean peninsula and the Ukrainian authorities have instigated measures to prevent the spread of the disease. Tests are underway to determine whether the disease is the highly pathogenic Asian strain. No human infections or deaths have been reported.

 

If you are travelling to Ukraine, you should consult your usual healthcare provider for travel medical advice before departure. The risk from Avian Influenza is believed to be very low, provided you avoid visiting live animal markets, poultry farms and other places where you may come into close contact with domestic, caged or wild birds; ensure poultry and egg dishes are thoroughly cooked.

 

The continuing series of outbreaks of Avian Influenza, which started in South East Asia at the end of 2003, have led to a number of human deaths (in Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia, Cambodia and China). The World Health Organisation (WHO) has warned of the possibility that the Avian Influenza outbreaks could lead at some point to a human flu pandemic. British nationals living longer term in an Avian Influenza affected region should take personal responsibility for their own safety in the event of a future pandemic, including considering their access to adequate healthcare and ensuring travel documents are up-to-date.

 

You should read this advice in conjunction with the FCO’s Avian and Pandemic Influenza Factsheet, which gives more detailed advice and information.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

Carry your passport at all times. Enter next of kin details into the back of your passport. Keep a photocopy of your passport separately.

There are strict customs regulations governing the export from Ukraine of antiques and items of historical interest. If in doubt seek prior permission from customs authorities.

If you are staying three months or more, you are advised to register with the British Embassy in Kiev.

US dollars may be readily exchanged in major cities. Sterling and Euros may also be exchanged at a more limited number of sites. Use only official exchange booths. ATMs are also available and credit cards are widely used, but not universally accepted, in cities. Outside cities you should ensure that you have sufficient funds available in local currency.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
9 Desyatinna St.
Kyiv 01025

Consular/Visa Section:
Artyom Business Centre
4, Glybochytska St.
Kyiv 04050 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	+380 44 490 3660
Consular/Visa:+380 44 494 3400




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(380) (44) 490 3662 




	
	Email: 
	 
	ukembinf@sovamua.com Press & Public Affairs Section 
britvisa.kiev@fco.gov.uk Consular & Visa Section 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	Local Time: (Local Time = GMT+2)
Mon-Thur: 0900-1300/1400-1730; Fri 0900-1300/1400-1600
Consular/Visa Section:
Mon-Thur 0900-1300/1400-1730; Fri: 0900-1300/1400-1600
Applications between 0900-1200 only


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britemb-ukraine.net 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Ukraine 
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